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Counter-Terrorism Act 2008
2008 CHAPTER 28

PART 1

POWERS TO GATHER AND SHARE INFORMATION

Power to remove documents for examination

7 Photographing and copying of documents

(1) Where a document is removed under section 1 it must not be photographed or copied,
except that—

(a) a document may be copied for the purpose of providing a copy in response to
a request under section 6(2), and

(b) a document consisting of information stored in electronic form may be copied
for the purpose of producing it in a visible and legible form.

(2) Where the original document is returned, any copy under subsection (1)(b) must—
(a) in the case of a copy in electronic form, be destroyed or made inaccessible as

soon as is reasonably practicable, and
(b) in any other case, be returned at the same time as the original document is

returned.

(3) The following are entitled, on a request made to the relevant chief officer of police, to
a certificate that subsection (2) has been complied with—

(a) where the document was found in the course of a search of a person, that
person;

(b) where the document was found in the course of a search of any premises—
(i) the occupier of the premises when it was found, and

(ii) any person who had custody or control of the document when it was
found.



2 Counter-Terrorism Act 2008 (c. 28)
Part 1 – Powers to gather and share information

Document Generated: 2024-04-20
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

(4) The certificate must be issued by the relevant chief officer of police, or a person
authorised by or on behalf of that chief officer, not later than the end of the period of
three months beginning with the day on which the request is made.

(5) For this purpose the relevant chief officer of police is—
(a) where the search was carried out in England or Wales, the chief officer of

police in whose area the search was carried out;
(b) where the search was carried out in Scotland, the chief constable of the police

force for the area in which the search was carried out;
(c) where the search was carried out in Northern Ireland, the Chief Constable of

the Police Service of Northern Ireland.


