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COUNTER-TERRORISM ACT 2008

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3 – Prosecution and Punishment of Terrorist Offences

Consent to prosecution

Section 29 – Consent to prosecution of offence committed outside UK

87. This section amends section 117(2A) of the Terrorism Act 2000 (the 2000 Act) and
section 19(2) of the Terrorism Act 2006 so that the consent of the Attorney General
or the Advocate General for Northern Ireland (or prior to the coming into force of
section 27(1) of the Justice (Northern Ireland) Act 2002, the Attorney General for
Northern Ireland) is required before the Director of Public Prosecutions or Director of
Public Prosecutions for Northern Ireland may consent to the prosecution of the offences
to which those provisions apply, if it appears to the latter that the offence was committed
outside the UK. The offences which require such consent are any offence under the 2000
Act other than those listed in section 117(1) of the 2000 Act or any offence under Part
1 of the 2006 Act. This amendment is based on recommendation 15 of Lord Carlile’s
January 2007 report on the definition of terrorism.
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