
These notes refer to the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act
2008 (c.22) which received Royal Assent on 13 November 2008

HUMAN FERTILISATION

AND EMBRYOLOGY ACT 2008

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1: Amendments of Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990

Section 31: Power to make consequential provision

168. New sections 1(6) and 4A(11) of the 1990 Act confer powers to amend the definitions
of “embryo”, “gametes” and “human admixed embryo” in the 1990 Act by regulations.
Section 31 inserts new section 45A into the 1990 Act to enable consequential
changes to other legislation as a result of amending any of these definitions. The
power enables amendments to be made to Acts of Parliament, Acts of the Scottish
Parliament, Measures or Acts of the Welsh Assembly and Northern Ireland legislation
and any secondary legislation made under them (after consultation with the devolved
administrations where appropriate). The power under section 45A is exercisable by
order.
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