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HOUSING AND REGENERATION ACT 2008

EXPLANATORY NOTES

STRUCTURE OF THE ACT

Part 3 – Other Provisions

Chapter 1 - Sustainability certificates

General

798. This Chapter provides for the introduction of mandatory sustainability rating for new
homes in England and Wales. This will be information in the form of either a certificate
showing the results of assessment against sustainability standards, or a statement that
there is no certificate because no assessment has been made. Sustainability standards
already exist in the Code for Sustainable Homes (“the Code”). Since April 2007, the
Code has operated on a voluntary basis in England only. The purpose of sustainability
standards is to improve the sustainability of new homes during both the construction
and the lifetime of the home.

799. The Chapter includes provision for extension of the provisions to conversions of
existing buildings and to non-residential properties, although there are no present
proposals to use those powers.

800. The Chapter applies to England and Wales. Any power to make delegated legislation
under the Chapter is to be exercised by the appropriate national authority: the Secretary
of State in relation to England, and the Welsh Ministers in relation to Wales.

Section 279 - Certificates for new homes

801. This section places a duty on a person selling a newly constructed residential property
to give the purchaser of the property information about the sustainability of the new
property free of charge before the sale is agreed. This information is in the form of
either a sustainability certificate or a statement that there is no sustainability certificate
for the property (subsections (1), (2), (4) and (9)).

802. The sustainability certificate can be given as either an interim certificate (if the property
has not been completed yet) or a final certificate (available after the property has been
built and assessed). Where an interim certificate is given before sale, the final certificate
must be given at a later point to be prescribed in regulations, which may be after the
sale is completed (subsections (3), (10) and (11)).

803. The section provides for powers to make regulations to bring forward the point at which
a sustainability certificate or statement of non-assessment must be supplied, to make
exceptions to the duties under the section, and to provide for alternative duties where
such exceptions apply (subsections (5), (6) and (7)). There is a defence of reasonable
excuse for not complying with any of duties in this section (subsection (8)).
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Section 280 - Meaning of sustainability

804. This section defines the sustainability of a residential property in relation to the
materials used in the property, other aspects of its design and construction, and any
services, fittings and equipment provided in or in connection with the property (as
well as related demolition and off site activities). Sustainability is the extent to which
prescribed sustainability standards are met in these respects (subsections (1) and (4)).

805. Sustainability standards will be prescribed in regulations by the appropriate national
authority for ensuring or furthering the following listed purposes (subsection (2)):

• health, safety, welfare and convenience of people in or about the property, and
others who may be affected by it;

• efficient management of the property and of its construction;

• energy efficiency;

• water efficiency and minimising flood risk;

• efficient waste management;

• protecting or enhancing the environment; and

• preventing or detecting crime.

806. The appropriate national authority can by regulations amend this list of purposes from
time to time by adding to, removing or altering the items listed (subsection (3)).

Section 281 - Authorised assessors

807. This section ensures that assessments of sustainability for residential properties are
carried out only by authorised assessors. The appropriate national authority must by
regulations specify who are to be authorised assessors, and may make further provision
about them (subsections (1), (2) and (3)).

808. Regulations may specify that authorised assessors be accredited under an accreditation
scheme established or approved by the appropriate national authority, and may provide
for the charging of fees under accreditation schemes (subsections (4), (5) and (6)).

809. Regulations concerning accreditation schemes must require the appropriate national
authority to be satisfied that any scheme approved contains adequate provision for -

• ensuring that members of the scheme are fit and proper persons who are qualified
to carry out assessments;

• ensuring that a code of conduct for members of the scheme is maintained and
published;

• ensuring that members of the scheme have suitable indemnity insurance;

• facilitating the resolution of complaints against members;

• requiring certificates issued by members to be entered into the register of
certificates (see paragraph on Section 282)

• keeping a public register of members of the scheme; and

• such other purposes as may be specified in the regulations (subsections (7) and (8)).

810. Regulations may also provide for accreditation schemes to contain provision about
certificates and other documents within the scope of the scheme including the terms on
which they may be provided (subsection (9)).
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Section 282 - Register of certificates

811. This Section empowers the appropriate national authority to make regulations about a
register of sustainability certificates (subsection (1)). Regulations may also provide for
interim certificates and other documents to be included on the register (subsections (9)
and (10)).

812. The regulations under subsection (1) may provide in particular (subsection (2)) for:

• the register to be kept by or on behalf of the appropriate national authority or by
such other person as the regulations may specify (subsection (3));

• the payment of a fee to enter a document onto the register (subsection (4)); and

• preventing the disclosure of the register or documents or information in it except
in accordance with the regulations (subsection (5));

• the circumstances in or purposes for which the register may, on payment of any
fee, be inspected, documents or information may be copied or given, and disclosure
made of anything so obtained (subsections (6) and (7)).

813. Contravention of a prohibition on disclosure from the register is a summary offence
punishable by a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale, currently £5,000
(subsection (8)).

Enforcement

Section 283 - Enforcement authorities

814. This section provides for every local weights and measures authority to enforce the
duties in section 279 in its area.

Section 284 - Power to require production of certificates or statements

815. This section empowers officers of an enforcement authority to require a seller of a
newly constructed residential property to produce for inspection (or to provide a hard
copy) of the sustainability certificate or statement of non-assessment (subsections (1)
to (3)). The request may be made up to six months after the last day on which the person
concerned could have complied with the duty under section 279, and must be complied
with within 7 days (subsections (4) and (6)). The duty in this section is subject to a
defence of reasonable excuse for not complying with it (subsection (5)).

Section 285 - Penalty charge notices

This section provides for enforcement officers to give a penalty charge notice to a
person the officer believes has committed a breach of the duties set out in section 279
or section 284.  The notice may be given up to six months from the commission of the
breach (subsections (1) and (2)).  Schedule 10 has effect in relation to penalty charge
notices (subsection (3)).

Section 286 - Offences relating to enforcement officers

816. This section provides for offences of obstructing an enforcement officer acting in
pursuance of his duties under the Chapter (subsection (1)), and of impersonating an
enforcement officer by purporting to act as one in pursuance of either section 284 or
section 285 (subsection (2)). Both are punishable on summary conviction with a fine
not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale, currently £5,000 (subsection (3)).

3

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/282
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/282/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/282/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/282/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/282/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/282/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/282/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/282/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/282/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/282/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/282/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/282/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/283
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/284
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/284/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/284/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/284/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/284/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/284/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/285
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/285/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/285/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/285/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/286
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/286/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/286/3


These notes refer to the Housing and Regeneration Act
2008 (c.17)  which received Royal Assent on 22 July 2008

Supplementary

Section 287 - Grants

817. This section allows the appropriate national authority to make grants towards the
development and subsequent operation of a register under section 282 (subsection (1)
(a)). Grants may also be made towards the development and operation of accreditation
schemes or any other provision to be made in regulations under the Chapter
(subsection (1)(b)). Such a grant may be subject to conditions including conditions for
the purposes for which it may be used, and for full or partial repayment of it in specified
circumstances (subsection (2)).

Section 288 - Suspension of duties

818. This section allows the appropriate national authority, by regulations, to suspend and
revive the operation of any duty imposed by section 279 (subsection (1)). Suspension
may be for a specified time only, and a duty that has been revived may be suspended
again (subsections (2) and (3)).

Section 289 - Disclosure of certificates

819. This section empowers the appropriate national authority to make regulations about
the disclosure of sustainability and interim certificates, statements of non-assessment,
any information derived from such documents, and any information collected by an
authorised assessor in preparing a certificate (subsection (1)). The disclosure without
reasonable excuse of anything whose disclosure is prohibited by regulations under
subsection (1) is a summary offence punishable by a fine not exceeding level 5 on the
standard scale, currently £5,000 (subsection (2)).

Section 290 – General powers to make regulations

820. This section allows the appropriate national authority to make provision for the general
purposes, or any particular purpose of the Chapter, or in consequence of any provision
made under the Chapter or for giving full effect to it (subsection (1)). Such regulations
may in particular provide for:

• the form and content of certificates and statements of non-assessment, or for the
form and content of such documents to be such as the appropriate national authority
may approve;

• ways in which sustainability standards can be met;

• the issue of guidance; and

• any interaction between provision under the Chapter with provision made by
other enactments in relation to home information packs or energy performance
certificates (subsections (2) to (4)).

Section 291 - Powers to extend Chapter

821. This section allows the appropriate national authority to extend the provisions of the
Chapter to:

• non-residential buildings;

• newly converted buildings, both residential and non-residential; or

• prescribed descriptions of properties within any of these categories (subsections
(1), (2) and (5)).

822. A property is newly converted for the purposes of the Chapter if it has been converted
but not yet used for its intended purpose, is being converted, or its conversion is being
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designed (subsection (3)), and regulations may provide for the circumstances in which
a building is to be treated as converted (subsection (4)).

823. The section further allows for the appropriate national authority to broaden by
regulations the definition of a purchaser in section 292(1) so as to include descriptions
of persons who are taking steps with a view to deciding whether to purchase residential
properties (subsections (6) and (7)).

Section 292 - Chapter 1: interpretation etc.

824. This section provides for definitions of terms and phrases used in the Chapter
(subsections (1) to (7)). Subsection (1) defines a purchaser as a person who has made an
offer to purchase a property or has purchased it. Non-compliance with any requirement
of the Chapter does not invalidate a sale or purchase of a property (subsection (8)).

Section 293 – Index of defined expressions: Chapter 1

825. This section sets out the definitions of key terms used in the Chapter.

Chapter 2 – Landlord and tenant matters

Tenant empowerment

Section 294 - Ballots before certain disposals to private landlords

826. Section 294 makes amendments to Schedule 3A to the Housing Act 1985. Schedule 3A
outlines the consultation process necessary before a local housing authority can seek
the consent of the Secretary of State to transfer ownership of occupied council housing
to a private sector landlord (e.g. a housing association). The amendments add the
requirement that the local authority must hold a ballot of affected tenants as part of the
consultation process, and that a vote in such a ballot against transfer will prevent the
Secretary of State granting consent to the transfer. The powers of the Secretary of State
are exercisable in Wales by the Welsh Ministers.

827. Subsection (2) sets out at what stage in the consultation process the ballot should
take place, requires the local authority to conduct the ballot themselves or appoint an
appropriate person to do so, and requires that, once the result of the ballot is known,
the local authority must inform tenants of the result and, where the local authority
intends proceeding with the transfer, inform them that they can, within 28 days, raise
any concerns with the Secretary of State or (as the case may be) the Welsh Ministers.

828. Subsection (3) establishes that the Secretary of State cannot grant consent to a transfer
where the majority of those voting in the ballot vote against the proposal.

829. Subsection (4) requires the Secretary of State or (as the case may be) the Welsh
Ministers to issue guidance to local authorities on meeting the requirements in
Schedule 3A regarding consultation, and it requires relevant local authorities to have
regard to such guidance.

830. Subsections (5) and (6) establish that these new provisions do not apply to consultations
that have already begun, and make clear at what point a consultation can be deemed
to have begun.

Section 295 - Management agreements: extending requirements to co-operate

831. Section 295 amends section 27AB of the Housing Act 1985. Section 27AB provides
powers to the Secretary of State to make regulations requiring local housing authorities
to enter into agreements with tenant management organisations over the management of
their council housing. The amendments extend the list of what those regulations might
include, and make other minor provisions. The powers of the Secretary of State are
exercisable in Wales by the Welsh Ministers.
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832. Subsection (2) permits the regulations to require the local authority to submit certain
information to the tenant management organisation, and to require that the local
authority co-operate in certain ways with that organisation.

833. Subsection (3) permits the regulations to determine that particular questions be
determined by the person making the regulations as well as the authority, to set time
limits on carrying out the requirements of the regulations, and to require that persons
exercising functions under the regulations act in accordance with guidance or directions
issued by the Secretary of State.

Section 296 - Requirements to co-operate in relation to certain disposals of land

834. Section 296 adds a new section 34A to the Housing Act 1985.

835. Section 34A(1) gives the appropriate person (in England the Secretary of State, in Wales
the Welsh Ministers) powers to make regulations where a local housing authority has
been served a notice by a group of tenants requesting a transfer of occupied council
housing from ownership of the local housing authority to a named registered private
sector landlord (e.g. a housing association).

836. Section 34A(2) sets out requirements that may be placed on the local housing authority
in the regulations. These comprise:

• providing assistance to the tenants (which could be financial support,
accommodation, other facilities or training);

• arranging a feasibility study to look into the tenants’ proposals;

• providing information to the tenants;

• co-operating in certain ways with the tenants;

• arranging ballots with respect to the proposals; and

• entering into an agreement for the disposal.

837. Section 34A(3) sets out two further matters that might be included:

• provision identifying the land and houses affected by the proposal, and

• provision requiring that the agreement between the local housing authority and the
private sector landlord be in a form approved by the appropriate person.

838. Section 34A(4) sets out further procedural arrangements that might be included in the
regulations:

• provision that certain questions arising from the regulations be answered by the
authority or the appropriate person;

• setting time limits for carrying out requirements set in the regulations; and

• requiring persons exercising functions under the regulations to act in accordance
with guidance or directions given by the appropriate person.

839. Section 34A(6) provides that the regulations must ensure that the local housing
authority can make representations to the appropriate person before a decision to
dispose is made.

840. The regulations are subject to the negative resolution procedure.
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Family intervention tenancies

Section 297 - Family intervention tenancies: general

841. This section will enable local housing authorities and registered providers of social
housing (in England) and registered social landlords (in Wales) to offer tenancies which
will not be secure or assured tenancies to certain tenants who have lost or are potentially
at risk of losing their secure or assured tenancy. These tenancies will be offered for
the purposes of providing behavioural support services to tenants against whom a
possession order for anti-social behaviour has been made or to tenants who could face
possession proceedings on the grounds of anti-social behaviour.

842. Subsection (1) inserts a new paragraph 4ZA into Schedule 1 to the Housing Act 1985
(tenancies which are not secure tenancies).

843. Sub-paragraph (1) of the new paragraph provides that family intervention tenancies are
not secure tenancies.

844. Sub-paragraph (2) provides that the tenancy can become a secure tenancy if the landlord
so notifies the tenant.

845. Sub-paragraph (3) defines a family intervention tenancy for the purposes of this
paragraph as a tenancy granted by a local authority to a person for the purposes of the
provision of behaviour support services and against whom a possession order in respect
of another dwelling-house:

• has been made in relation to a secure tenancy on the grounds of anti-social
behaviour or;

• could have been so made in relation to a secure tenancy; or

• could have been so made if the tenant had had such a tenancy.

846. Sub-paragraph (4) provides the new tenancy will not be a family intervention tenancy
unless the local housing authority has served a notice under sub-paragraph (5).

847. Sub-paragraph (5) provides the information the notice must contain including that the
tenant is under no obligation to enter into the tenancy or unless otherwise required to
do so to surrender any existing tenancy or possession of a dwelling-house. Entry into
the tenancy will be voluntary.

848. Sub-paragraph (6) provides that the contents of the notice may be amended by
regulations made by statutory instrument. These regulations may contain transitional,
transitory or saving provisions. Where regulations amend or repeal the contents of the
notice set out in sub-paragraph (5) they will be subject to affirmative procedure.

849. In addition the notice must contain advice to the tenant as to how they may be able to
obtain assistance in relation to the notice (sub-paragraph (7)). The type of advice to be
provided in the notices may be provided for by regulations (sub-paragraph (8)) made
by statutory instrument.

850. Sub-paragraph (12) provides definitions for the terms used in the new paragraph 4ZA.
“Behaviour support services” is defined as those support services that are identified in
a behaviour support agreement and are provided by any person to the new tenant or
persons living with them for the purposes of addressing the anti-social behaviour which
has led to the local authority taking possession action or of being of the opinion that
such a possession claim could be made. Behaviour support agreements are defined as
agreements between the tenant and the local housing authority about behaviour and the
provision of support services.

851. Subsection (2) inserts new paragraph 12ZA into Part 1 of Schedule 1 to the Housing
Act 1988 (tenancies which cannot be assured tenancies).
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852. New paragraph 12ZA mirrors the provisions in new paragraph 4ZA above in respect
of family intervention tenancies granted by registered providers of social housing (in
England) and registered social landlords (in Wales).

853. Subsection (3) provides that the new provisions in new paragraph 4ZA of Schedule 1
to the Housing Act 1985 and paragraph 12ZA of Part 1 of Schedule 1 to the Housing
Act 1988 will not apply to any tenancy granted before this section comes into force.

Section 298 - Certain family intervention tenancies: termination

854. This section makes provision in relation to the termination of local housing authority
family intervention tenancies.

855. Subsection (1) provides that a local authority should not serve a notice to quit on a
tenant of a family intervention tenancy unless a notice under subsection (2) has been
served on the tenant and either:

• the tenant has not requested a review of the kind specified in the notice (right to
request, within 14 days of the service of the notice, a review of the authority’s
decision to evict);

• the tenant withdraws the request for a review; or

• a notice under subsection (4)(b) has been served on the tenant (notice of the
reasoning and decision of the requested review).

856. Subsection (2) sets out the required contents of the notice.

857. Subsections (3) and (4) explain what a local authority must do if a tenant requests a
review of the local authority's decision within 14 days of the service of the notice under
subsection (2). The local authority must carry out the review and serve notice of their
decision and the reasons for it on the tenant.

858. Subsection (5) provides that an “appropriate authority” (i.e. the Secretary of State for
England or the Welsh Ministers for Wales) may make regulations about the review
procedure.

859. The procedure to be followed on review may be provided by regulations made by
statutory instrument. The regulations may contain:

• a description of the person who makes the review decision;

• the circumstances under which the tenant would be entitled to an oral review;

• whether or not and by whom the tenant can be represented during the review
hearing.

These regulations will be subject to the negative resolution procedure.

860. Subsection (7) provides that any notice to quit or notice under subsection (2) served in
respect of a family intervention tenancy, must also contain advice to the tenant about
obtaining assistance in relation to the notice.

861. Subsection (8) provides that the type of advice the notice to quit or notice under
subsection (2) must include may be provided by regulations subject to the negative
resolution procedure.

862. Subsection (10) effectively applies the provisions of this section only to tenancies
granted on or after the coming into force of this section.
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Possession orders

Section 299 – Possession orders relating to certain tenancies

863. Section 299 introduces Schedule 11.

Leasehold enfranchisement

Section 300 – Right to acquire freehold: abolition of low rent test

864. Section 300 amends section 1 and repeals sections 1A(2), 1AA and 4A of the Leasehold
Reform 1967 (“the 1967 Act”). These amendments have the effect of removing the low
rent test contained in Part 1 of the 1967 Act as a means of determining eligibility for
enfranchisement in relation to shared ownership houses.

865. The low rent test will remain for some purposes, for example, in determining the basis
for valuing the freehold and when the claim is for a lease extension.

866. The test will continue to apply in respect of existing leases.

Section 301 - Shared ownership leases: protection for certain leases

867. Schedule 4A to the Leasehold Reform Act 1967 provides for the exclusion of certain
shared ownership leases of houses from the operation of Part 1 (the enfranchisement
provisions) of that Act. Section 301 inserts paragraph 3A into Schedule 4A. Paragraph
3A sets out the conditions that must be satisfied in order for a shared ownership
lease granted by a landlord, other than a housing association, to be excluded from the
operation of Part 1.

868. The conditions are similar to those that apply in relation to shared ownership leases
granted by housing associations, but additionally the appropriate national authority
(being the Secretary of State in England, and the Welsh Ministers in Wales) may
prescribe other conditions that must be satisfied or prescribe exemptions.

869. The aim is to encourage more shared ownership housing to be made available, by giving
non-housing association providers of such accommodation the same protection against
the risk of enfranchisement as is afforded to housing associations. In particular, the
provisions can be used to prevent a tenant from acquiring the right to enfranchise before
the tenant has acquired 100% of the equitable interest in the house.

870. The amendment will not apply to leases granted prior to the commencement of the
section.

Section 302 - Shared ownership leases: protection for hard to replace houses

871. Section 302 inserts paragraph 4A into Schedule 4A to the 1967 Act. The effect of
paragraph 4A is that shared ownership leases granted by any provider that are not
excluded from the operation of Part 1 of the Act by virtue of either paragraph 3 or 3A
of Schedule 4A (because they do not comply with the conditions set out in either of
those paragraphs) will nevertheless be excluded from the operation of Part 1 if they are
situated within an area that is designated as a protected area and if they satisfy all the
other requirements set out in paragraph 4A. The appropriate national authority (i.e. the
Secretary of State in England, and the Welsh Ministers in Wales) has power to prescribe
additional conditions that must be satisfied.

872. The appropriate national authority is also given power under paragraph 4A to designate
an area as a protected area where it considers it is appropriate to do so to support the
provision in the area of houses, or types of houses, which are available for occupation
in accordance with shared ownership arrangements. The appropriate national authority
must publish the criteria which will be taken into account by it in deciding whether to
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designate an area as a protected area, and must consult those likely to be affected by
the designation.

873. Subject to the conditions in paragraph 4A being satisfied, this provision will allow any
provider of shared ownership housing to grant leases that restrict the percentage share
of the house that the tenant may acquire, and may also prevent the tenant from acquiring
the freehold interest, if the house is in an area that has been designated as a protected
area.

874. This section is intended to help retain shared ownership properties as affordable housing
for future purchasers in areas where such housing would be hard to replace. It is also
intended to help to make land available for affordable housing by giving landowners
greater assurance that the properties will be retained as affordable housing for future
purchasers.

Service charges

Section 303 – Service charges: provision of information and designated accounts

875. Section 303 introduces Schedule 12 in relation to the provision of information about
service charges and designated accounts.

Right to buy etc: miscellaneous

Section 304 – Exclusion of the right to buy: possession orders

876. Section 304 clarifies the circumstances where section 121(1) of the Housing Act 1985
applies so that a tenant subject to a possession order cannot exercise the right to buy,
ensuring that these include a possession order which does not initially specify a date
for possession.

Section 305 – Exclusion of the right to buy: demolition notices

877. Section 305 introduces Schedule 13.

Section 306 – Review of determination of value

878. Section 128 to the Housing Act 1985 (“the Act”) provides that where a tenant who has
applied for the right to buy is dissatisfied with the valuation provided by his landlord
under section 125 of the Act, he may ask the district valuer (an officer of the Valuation
Office Agency, a non-profit-making public body) for a determination of value. Section
306 inserts new sections 128A and 128B into the Act to enable a district valuer,
either at the request of the landlord or the tenant or on his own initiative, to review a
determination of value which appears to have been based on faulty facts. A request or
decision to review the original determination must be made within specified time limits,
be in writing and set out the reason it is being made. A review may not be undertaken
after the sale of the property has been completed. The specified time limits run from
the date the landlord serves a notice on the tenant informing him of the determination
under section 128. The district valuer will not know when such a notice has been served
so provision is made to ensure that the district valuer is made aware of the service of
the notice.

Section 307 – Approved lending institutions

879. If a tenant buys his home under the right to buy and then resells it within five years, his
former landlord may require him to repay some or all of the discount he received. This
obligation is secured by a charge on the property. Usually a right to buy purchaser will
rely on a loan by way of mortgage, and the lender will also protect the loan by a charge
on the property. Charges are ranked chronologically, and the landlord’s charge would
take precedence over the lender’s. However, if the lender is one of those specified in
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section 156 of the Housing Act 1985 or approved by the Secretary of State under that
section (“approved lending institutions”) their charge may take precedence over the
discount charge - i.e. they have the first charge on the property, giving them the best
security for their loan.

880. Section 307 removes the Secretary of State’s powers under section 156 to specify
bodies as approved lending institutions and to revoke that status. The section instead
adds “authorised mortgage lenders” to the list in section 156(4) of automatically
approved lending institutions. It also adds a definition of authorised mortgage lenders to
section 622 of the 1985 Act. These are (i) bodies which are authorised by the Financial
Services Authority (FSA) and (ii) European lenders automatically entitled to operate
in the United Kingdom. The overall effect is to combine the process of approving
lenders for right to buy purposes, currently carried out by the Secretary of State, with
the process of authorising lenders carried out by the FSA. “Authorised insurers” and
“authorised deposit-takers” are also automatically approved lending institutions under
section 156(4) of the Act, and section 316 (see below) amends the definitions of those
bodies in section 622 of the Act to conform with the definition of authorised mortgage
lender.

Section 308 – Former right to buy flats and other flats: service charge loans

881. Section 308 amends section 450C of the Housing Act 1985 to provide that in regulations
made by the Secretary of State (or, in Wales, the Welsh Ministers) regarding loans
by landlords to leaseholders to assist in payment of service charges, such loans may
be on terms other than an interest bearing loan. The power under section 450C is
extended to provide for charging for the services of the district valuer, since it may
be appropriate to specify valuation of the flat by a district valuer in regulations. Fees
charged by the district valuer are limited to recovery of expenses, and are governed by
usual administrative law principles of reasonableness.

Section 309 – Former right to buy and other flats: equity share purchases

882. Section 309 adds a new section 450D to the Housing Act 1985. This provides that the
appropriate national authority may provide by regulations that where a local authority is
the landlord of a flat let on a long lease to a tenant (commonly known as a leaseholder)
who is liable to pay service charges in respect of repairs or improvements to the flat,
the landlord may, with the tenant’s agreement, buy an equitable interest (i.e. a share)
in the flat in order to help the tenant to pay service charges. The regulations may
provide that this power is not available to specified types of landlords, and also how
the purchase price is to be calculated (including provisions in respect of discounts,
charges for the services of district valuers, and the tenant’s liability for the landlord’s
administrative expenses in connection with the purchase). Fees charged by the district
valuer are limited to the recovery of expenses and are governed by usual administrative
law principles of reasonableness.

Section 310 - Other amendments

883. Section 310 corrects two errors in schedules to the Housing Act 1985 (“the Act”). The
first correction, to Schedule 5 to the Act, removes an unintended right of further appeal
to the High Court against the decision of a residential property tribunal, where tenants
who have been refused the right to buy on the ground that the property is particularly
suitable for occupation by elderly persons have appealed to a residential property
tribunal. It was intended that the tribunal’s decision should be final; further appeal to the
Lands Tribunal is already excluded. A possible right of further appeal to the High Court
was inadvertently suggested by interaction between Schedule 5 and section 231 of the
Housing Act 1996. The second correction amends a paragraph reference in Schedule 5A
to the Act.

11

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/307
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/308
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/308
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/309
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/309
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/310
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/17/section/310


These notes refer to the Housing and Regeneration Act
2008 (c.17)  which received Royal Assent on 22 July 2008

Other

Section 311 – Disposals of dwelling-houses by local authorities

884. Section 311 introduces Schedule 14.

Section 312 - Financial assistance for information and other services

885. Section 312 widens the existing power contained in section 94 of the Housing Act
1996 for the Secretary of State in England and the Welsh Ministers in Wales to provide
financial assistance for the giving of general advice in respect of residential landlord
and tenant law, including advice about estate management schemes in connection with
enfranchisement.

886. Financial assistance may now also be provided for the giving of information and
training, and for the running of an alternative dispute resolution service.

887. The ability to provide assistance in such form and on such terms as the Secretary of
State in England and the Welsh Ministers in Wales consider appropriate will remain.

Chapter 3 - Housing finance and other provisions

Housing Revenue Account subsidy

888. These provisions provide a power for the appropriate person (the Secretary of State
in England and the Welsh Ministers in Wales) and those local housing authorities
who keep a Housing Revenue Account to enter into agreements concerning Housing
Revenue Account Subsidy. This enables the parties to agree that no Housing Revenue
Account Subsidy is payable by or to the appropriate person. Agreements can be for
either an authority’s whole stock or for specified properties.

Section 313 - Exclusions from subsidy arrangements

889. Subsection (1) inserts a new section 80B into the Local Government and Housing Act
1989 (the 1989 Act) which by virtue of subsection (2) of section 80B disapplies sections
79 to 80A of the 1989 Act where an agreement exists between the appropriate person
(the Secretary of State in England and the Welsh Ministers in Wales) and a local housing
authority. An agreement disapplying sections 79 to 80A would have the effect that
no Housing Revenue Account subsidy was payable by or to the appropriate person in
respect of the properties covered by the agreement.

890. Subsection (3) of section 80B gives examples of the kinds of terms and conditions
that such agreements may contain. These include conditions specifying whether the
agreement is to be for a fixed or indeterminate period, setting out the payments to
or from the appropriate person for making the agreement, rent levels, the giving of
information and the variation or termination of the agreement.

891. Subsections (4), (5) and (6) of section 80B enable the appropriate person to make
directions concerning the variation or termination of an agreement to deal with issues
such as necessary transitional, consequential, incidental or supplementary changes.
Directions cannot, however, override the terms of the original agreement without the
consent of the relevant local housing authority. Directions may in particular deal with
the return to the subsidy regime of an authority’s housing stock.

892. Subsection (8) of section 80B defines key terms used in that section. In particular the
definition of property ensures that the agreement can cover both current and future
properties.

893. Subsection (3) amends paragraph 2 of Part 3 of Schedule 4 to the 1989 Act which
currently provides authorities a very limited power to move credits from their Housing
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Revenue Account to the general fund, so that it does not apply in respect of those
properties subject to an agreement under the new section 80B(1)(b).

Homelessness and allocation of housing

Section 314 – Ineligible persons from abroad: statutory disregards

894. Section 314 introduces Schedule 15.

Section 315 - Armed forces: local connection test

895. Section 315 amends section 199 of the Housing Act 1996, which sets out the
circumstances when a person has a local connection with the district of a local housing
authority. Housing authorities may take account of whether a person has a local
connection with their district when considering the person’s priority for an allocation
of housing under Part 6 of the 1996 Act or when making inquiries about whether the
person is homeless and owed a duty for the purposes of Part 7 of the 1996 Act. The
effect of the amendment is that a person in the armed forces will now be able to establish
a local connection with a district through residence or employment there, in the same
way as a civilian.

Other

Section 316 – Amendments to Housing Act 1985: lending institutions

896. Section 307 removes the Secretary of State’s powers under section 156 of the Housing
Act 1985 to specify bodies as approved lending institutions and to revoke that status. It
instead adds “authorised mortgage lender” to the list in section 156(4) of automatically
approved lending institutions. “Authorised mortgage lender” is defined in section 622
of the 1985 Act as (i) bodies which are authorised by the Financial Services Authority
(FSA) and (ii) European lenders automatically entitled to operate in the United
Kingdom. Section 316 amends two definitions in section 622 of the Housing Act
1985, those of ‘authorised deposit taker’ and ‘authorised insurer’, to bring the wording
into conformity with the definition of “authorised mortgage lender”, in each case by
substituting a reference to paragraph 12 of Schedule 3 to the Financial Services and
Markets Act 2000 instead of to paragraph 12(1) of that Schedule.

Section 317 – Building regulations: time limit for prosecutions

897. This section amends section 35A of the Building Act 1984 to extend to all provisions
of building regulations longer time limits for bringing prosecutions for contraventions
of those provisions. At present the longer prosecution time limits provided for by
section 35A can apply only to contraventions of provisions of building regulations
which were made for the purpose of furthering the conservation of fuel and power or
otherwise in connection with the use of fuel and power, or for the purpose of reducing
the emission of greenhouse gases, where those provisions have been designated in
regulations.

898. The current time limit within which prosecutions for breaches of provisions of building
regulations must be brought is six months from the date the offence is committed (in
accordance with the standard provisions for summary offences set out in section 127(1)
of the Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980). The amendments in this section will bring
prosecutions for all building regulation contraventions within the time limit provisions
in section 35A. Thus there will be an absolute limit of two years from the date the
offence is committed within which summary proceedings must be commenced, subject
to a requirement that proceedings must be brought within 6 months of the date on
which sufficient evidence to justify a prosecution becomes known to the person who
commences the proceedings.
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899. Subsection (5) provides that the extended time limits for prosecution will not apply to
any offence committed before the amendments to section 35A come into force, i.e. the
amendments will not be retrospective.

Section 318 – Protected mobile home sites to include sites for gypsies and travellers

900. Section 318 amends the definition of a “protected site” in section 5(1) of the Mobile
Homes Act 1983 by removing the exclusion for land occupied by a local authority as a
caravan site providing accommodation for gypsies and travellers. The Mobile Homes
Act 1983 will therefore apply to an agreement to station a mobile home (or caravan)
on a local authority gypsy and traveller site.

Section 319 – Financial assistance for certain services about commonhold

901. This widens the existing power contained in section 62 of the Commonhold and
Leasehold Reform Act 2002 for the Lord Chancellor to provide financial assistance for
the giving of general advice in respect of the law relating to commonhold land so far
as relating to residential matters.

902. The Lord Chancellor may now also fund information, training and dispute resolution
services in respect of the law of commonhold land so far as relating to residential
matters.

903. Additionally, financial assistance for the provision of information, training, general
advice and dispute resolution services may now be given in respect of any other matter
relating to commonhold land and residential matters.

904. The ability to provide financial assistance in such form and on such terms as the Lord
Chancellor considers appropriate will remain.
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