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Serious Crime Act 2007
2007 CHAPTER 27

PART 2

ENCOURAGING OR ASSISTING CRIME

Reasonableness defence

50 Defence of acting reasonably

(1) A person is not guilty of an offence under this Part if he proves—
(a) that he knew certain circumstances existed; and
(b) that it was reasonable for him to act as he did in those circumstances.

(2) A person is not guilty of an offence under this Part if he proves—
(a) that he believed certain circumstances to exist;
(b) that his belief was reasonable; and
(c) that it was reasonable for him to act as he did in the circumstances as he

believed them to be.

(3) Factors to be considered in determining whether it was reasonable for a person to act
as he did include—

(a) the seriousness of the anticipated offence (or, in the case of an offence under
section 46, the offences specified in the indictment);

(b) any purpose for which he claims to have been acting;
(c) any authority by which he claims to have been acting.


