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Armed Forces Act 2006
2006 CHAPTER 52

PART 14

ENLISTMENT, TERMS OF SERVICE ETC

Enlistment, terms of service etc

332 [F1Administrative reduction in rank or rate]

[F2(1) The rank or rate of a warrant officer or non-commissioned officer may be reduced
only by an order made by that person's commanding officer.

(2) An order of a commanding officer reducing the rank or rate of a warrant officer or
non-commissioned officer (“an order reducing rank or rate”)—

(a) may not be made without the permission of higher authority (but this is subject
to subsection (3));

(b) may not reduce the rank of a person in any of Her Majesty's air forces below
the highest rank that person has held in that force as an airman.

(3) The permission of higher authority is not required for an order reducing rank or rate
if—

(a) the person whose rank is to be reduced is a lance corporal or lance bombardier;
or

(b) the commanding officer making the order is of or above the rank of rear
admiral, major-general or air vice-marshal.]

(5) Nothing in this section applies to a reduction in rank or rate by virtue of a sentence.

(6) Nothing in this section applies in relation to the reversion of a person, otherwise than
on account of his conduct, from his acting rank or rate to his substantive rank or rate.
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– s. 304D inserted by 2016 c. 21 s. 10
– s. 304E inserted by 2016 c. 21 s. 11
– s. 304F-304H inserted by 2016 c. 21 s. 12
– s. 377(8) inserted by 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 26 (as inserted) by S.I. 2020/1520 reg.

6(5)
– Sch. 7 para. 9(A1) inserted by 2020 c. 9 Sch. 2 para. 123(8)(a) (This pre-

consolidation amendment comes into force immediately before the consolidation
date on 1.12.2020 (see 2020 c. 9, ss. 3, 5(2)(3) and 2020 c. 17, ss. 2, 416) to facilitate
the sentencing consolidation and then is repealed immediately afterwards on
1.12.2020 by the Sentencing Act 2020 (c. 17), Sch. 28; S.I. 2020/1236, reg. 2)
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