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Armed Forces Act 2006
2006 CHAPTER 52

PART 7

TRIAL BY COURT MARTIAL

CHAPTER 2

COURT MARTIAL PROCEEDINGS

163 Court Martial rules

(1) The Secretary of State may by rules (referred to in this Act as “Court Martial rules”)
make provision with respect to the Court Martial.

(2) Court Martial rules may in particular make provision with respect to—
(a) sittings of the court, including the place of sitting and changes to the place

of sitting;
(b) trials and other proceedings of the court;
(c) the practice and procedure of the court;
(d) evidence, including the admissibility of evidence;
(e) the representation of the defendant;
(f) appeals from the Service Civilian Court.

(3) Without prejudice to the generality of subsections (1) and (2), Court Martial rules may
make provision—

(a) as to oaths and affirmations for members of the court, witnesses and other
persons;

(b) as to objections to, and the replacement of, members of the court;
(c) as to the constitution of the court;
(d) for such powers of the court as may be prescribed by the rules to be exercised

by a judge advocate;
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(e) for procuring the attendance of witnesses and other persons and the production
of documents and other things, including provision about—

(i) the payment of expenses to persons summoned to attend the court;
(ii) the issue by the court of warrants for the arrest of persons;

(f) as to the amendment of charges;
(g) for the taking into consideration, when sentencing an offender, of any other

service offence committed by him;
(h) for the variation by the court of a sentence passed by it or the variation or

rescission by it of an order made by it;
(i) for appeals—

(i) against any orders (including directions) of the court prohibiting
or restricting the publication of any matter or excluding the public
from any proceedings (whether made in preliminary proceedings or
otherwise);

(ii) against any other orders or rulings made in proceedings preliminary
to a trial;

(j) for the discharge of a court (including provision as to retrials and rehearings
following discharge);

(k) for the powers conferred by section 7 of the Bankers' Books Evidence Act
1879 (c. 11) (orders for the inspection of bankers' books for the purposes of
legal proceedings) to be exercisable by a judge advocate as well as by the
court or a judge within the meaning of that Act;

(l) for the making and retention of records of the proceedings of the court;
(m) for the supply of copies of such records, including provision about the fees

payable for the supply of such copies;
(n) conferring functions in relation to the court on the court administration officer;
(o) for the delegation by the court administration officer of any of his functions

in relation to the court.

(4) Provision that may be made by the rules by virtue of subsection (2)(d) includes
provision applying, with or without modifications, any enactment (whenever passed)
creating an offence in respect of statements admitted in evidence.

(5) Provision that may be made by the rules by virtue of subsection (3)(e)(ii) includes
provision—

(a) conferring powers of arrest;
(b) requiring any arrested person to be brought before the court;
(c) authorising the keeping of persons in service custody, and the imposition of

requirements on release from service custody (including provision applying
section 107(5) and (6) with or without modifications).

(6) Court Martial rules must secure that, after arraignment, charges may not be amended—
(a) in circumstances substantially different from those in which indictments are

amendable by the Crown Court; or
(b) otherwise than subject to conditions which correspond, as nearly as

circumstances permit, to those subject to which indictments are so amendable.

(7) Rules made by virtue of subsection (3)(h) may make provision about the
commencement of sentences or orders varied by the court (including provision
conferring on the court a power to direct that a sentence shall take effect otherwise
than as mentioned in section 289(1)).
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(8) Court Martial rules may apply, with or without modifications, any enactment or
subordinate legislation (whenever passed or made), including any provision made by
or under this Act.

(9) Rules made by virtue of paragraph (i) of subsection (3) may confer jurisdiction on the
Court Martial Appeal Court, and rules under section 49 of the Court Martial Appeals
Act 1968 may make provision about the powers of that court in relation to appeals
made by virtue of that paragraph.

Commencement Information
I1 S. 163 in force at 28.3.2009 for specified purposes by S.I. 2009/812, art. 3(a)(b) (with transitional

provisions in S.I. 2009/1059)
I2 S. 163 in force at 31.10.2009 in so far as not already in force by S.I. 2009/1167, art. 4

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/812
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/812/article/3/a/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1059
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1167
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/1167/article/4


4 Armed Forces Act 2006 (c. 52)
Document Generated: 2024-04-19

Changes to legislation: 
Armed Forces Act 2006, Section 163 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 19 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes
that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– specified provision(s) transitional provisions for effects of commencing SI 2009/812

by S.I. 2009/1059 Order

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– Pt. 12A inserted by 2016 c. 21 s. 7
– Pt. 16B inserted by 2023 c. 48 s. 1
– s. 50(2)(ca) inserted by 2011 c. 18 Sch. 4 para. 3(3) (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 4 para. 3(3) repealed (8.3.2015) without ever being in force
by 2014 c. 12, Sch. 11 para. 82(2); S.I. 2015/373, art. 2(g)(ii))

– s. 209(8) inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 41(3)
– s. 213(3A) words inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 41(6)
– s. 218A(6A) inserted by Sch. 26 para. 12(1)(db) (as inserted) by S.I. 2020/1520 reg.

6(2)(b)
– s. 218A(6A) words omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 12(1)(dc) (as

inserted) by S.I. 2020/1520 reg. 6(2)(b)
– s. 219A(1)(d)(i) omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 14(a)(i) (as

substituted) by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(b)
– s. 219A(1)(d)(iii) omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 14(a)(i) (as

substituted) by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(b)
– s. 219A(1)(da) inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 41(7)
– s. 219A(1)(da)(i) omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 14(a)(ii) (as

substituted) by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(b)
– s. 219A(2A) inserted by 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 14(bb) (as inserted) by S.I.

2020/1520 reg. 6(3)
– s. 219ZA inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 8 para. 2
– s. 219ZA(1)(e) words omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 13A(a) (as

inserted) by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(a)
– s. 219ZA(4)-(6) omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 13A(b) (as inserted)

by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(a)
– s. 219ZA(7) words omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 13A(c) (as

inserted) by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(a)
– s. 223(1A) inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 41(8)(a)
– s. 224A(1)(d)(iii) and word inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 41(9)(a)(ii)
– s. 224A(1)(d)(iii) words substituted by 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 15(a)(iii) (as

inserted) by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(c)
– s. 224A(1A) inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 8 para. 8(4)
– s. 224A(3A) inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 41(9)(b)
– s. 224B inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 8 para. 9
– s. 225(1A) inserted by 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 15A (as inserted) by S.I. 2020/1520
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– s. 226(1A) inserted by 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 15B (as inserted) by S.I. 2020/1520

reg. 6(4)
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– s. 238(6)(a) word omitted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 41(11)(a)
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– s. 239(3A)(3B) inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 8 para. 3
– s. 239(3A) words omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch 26 para. 18(a)(i) (as inserted)

by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(d)
– s. 239(3A) words omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch 26 para. 18(a)(ii) (as inserted)

by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(d)
– s. 239(3B) words omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch 26 para. 18(b) (as inserted) by

2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(d)
– s. 260(1)(ca) inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 41(14)(a)(ii)
– s. 260(1)(ca) words omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 19(a)(iia) (as

inserted) by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(e)(i)
– s. 260(4B)(a) words omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 19(b)(ii) (as

substituted) by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(e)(ii)
– s. 260(4B)(za) inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 41(14)(b)
– s. 260(4B)(za) words omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 19(b)(i) (as

substituted) by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(e)(ii)
– s. 261(1)(ba) inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 41(15)
– s. 261(1)(ba) words omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 20(c) (as inserted)

by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(f)
– s. 261A(3)(a) words in s. 261A(3) renumbered as s. 261A(3)(a) by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 8

para. 4(a)
– s. 261A(3)(b)(c) inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 8 para. 4(b)
– s. 261A(3)(b) words omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 20A(a) (as

inserted) by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(g)
– s. 261A(3)(c)(i) words omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 20A(b) (as

inserted) by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(g)
– s. 262A(2A) inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 41(16)(a)
– s. 262A(2A)(b) omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 21(a) (as substituted)

by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(h)
– s. 262A(3A) inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 41(16)(b)
– s. 262A(3A) omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 21(b) (as substituted) by

2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(h)
– s. 262A(4) words inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 41(16)(c)(i)
– s. 262A(4) words inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 41(16)(c)(ii)
– s. 262A(4) words omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 21(c) (as substituted)

by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(h)
– s. 270A270B inserted by 2008 c. 4 Sch. 25 para. 27 (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 25 para. 26(3)(4) repealed (2.4.2012) by 2011 c. 18, Sch. 3
para. 20(3), Sch. 5; S.I. 2012/669, art. 4(d)(f) (with art. 13))

– s. 270B(6)(aa) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 17 para. 9(2) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 17 para. 9 repealed (2.4.2012) without ever being
in force by 2011 c. 18, Sch. 5; S.I. 2012/669, art. 4(f))

– s. 270B(10) word repealed by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 23 Pt. 5
– s. 270B(10)(a) words inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 17 para. 9(3)(a) (This amendment

not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 17 para. 9 repealed (2.4.2012) without ever
being in force by 2011 c. 18, Sch. 5; S.I. 2012/669, art. 4(f))

– s. 270B(10)(b) words substituted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 17 para. 9(3)(b) (This
amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 17 para. 9 repealed (2.4.2012)
without ever being in force by 2011 c. 18, Sch. 5; S.I. 2012/669, art. 4(f))

– s. 270B(10)(c)-(e) inserted by 2009 c. 25 Sch. 17 para. 9(3)(c) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 17 para. 9 repealed (2.4.2012) without ever being
in force by 2011 c. 18, Sch. 5; S.I. 2012/669, art. 4(f))

– s. 304B inserted by 2016 c. 21 s. 8
– s. 304C inserted by 2016 c. 21 s. 9
– s. 304C(5A) inserted by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 8 para. 5
– s. 304C(5A) words omitted by virtue of 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 24A(a) (as

inserted) by 2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(i)
– s. 304C(5A) words substituted by 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 24A(b) (as inserted) by

2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(i)
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