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Ophthalmic Services

Section 38: General ophthalmic services contracts

General Ophthalmic services contracts: disputes and enfor cement
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Provisions around disputes and enforcement are provided for in section 28WF.

Subsections (1) and (2) alow regulations to be made for the resolution of disputes as
to the terms of a proposed general ophthalmic services contract and for referral to the
Secretary of State, or a person appointed by her, to determine the terms on which the
contract may be entered into.

Subsection (3) alows for regulations which may make provision for persons entering
into a general ophthalmic services contract to be regarded as a health service body for
the purposes of section 4 of the National Health Service and Community Care Act
1990, but only so far as concerns the general ophthalmic services contract. Thisalows
the PCT and the person providing primary ophthalmic services to enter into an NHS
contract, whichisnot acontract in law, but an agreement subject to determination by the
Secretary of Statein the event of dispute between the parties, if one of them so requests.

Subsection (4) alows for regulations made under subsection (3) to include provision
for the case where there is a change in membership of a partnership which has elected
to become a health service body.

Subsection (5) alows for directions on payments made in relation to persons who have
elected to become aheal th service body under subsection 3 to be enforceablein acounty
court as though it were ajudgment of the court.
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