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COMMONS ACT 2006

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1: Registration

Introductory

Section 4 Commons registration authorities

47. Section 4 provides for the continued appointment of certain local authorities as
commons registration authorities for the purposes of Part 1. In England, commons
registration authorities are county councils, district councils (in areas without a county
council) and London borough councils. In Wales, the commons registration authority
is the county or county borough council. There is no common land and there are no
greens in the Isles of Scilly or in the City of London, and so the councils for these areas
are not appointed as commons registration authorities.

48. Subsection (3) provides that commons registration authorities may agree between
themselves for one to exercise the registration functions of the other in relation to land
straddling their common boundary. It is intended that agreements already in existence
for this purpose under section 2(2) of the 1965 Act will continue to have effect.
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