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National Lottery Act 2006

2006 CHAPTER 23

The Big Lottery Fund

15 Functions

(1) In section 23 of the National Lottery etc. Act 1993 (the distributing bodies) for
subsections (4), (5) and (6) substitute—

“(4) So much of any sum paid into the Distribution Fund as is allocated under
section 22(3)(d) shall be held by the Distribution Fund for distribution by the
Big Lottery Fund (established under section 36A).”

(2) After section 36A of that Act (inserted by section 14 above) insert—

“36B Power to distribute funds

(1) The Big Lottery Fund may make grants or loans, or make or enter into other
arrangements, for the purpose of complying with section 25(1).

(2) A grant or loan may be subject to conditions (which may, in particular, include
conditions as to repayment with interest).

(3) The Secretary of State may by order make provision limiting the amounts
distributed under subsection (1).

(4) An order under subsection (3) may in particular—

(a) specify a maximum amount that may be distributed during a
specified period for expenditure of a description prescribed under
section 22(3A);

(b) specify a minimum amount that must be distributed during a
specified period for expenditure of a description prescribed under
section 22(3A);

(c) make provision by reference to the aggregate of amounts distributed,
to a percentage of amounts available for distribution or otherwise;
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(d) make provision (which may, in particular, confer a power on the
Fund) for the treatment of expenditure which satisfies more than one
prescribed description.

(5) Before making an order under subsection (3) the Secretary of State shall
consult—

(a) the Fund,

(b) the National Assembly for Wales,

(c) the Scottish Ministers,

(d) the Northern Ireland Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure, and
(e) such other persons (if any) as he thinks appropriate.

36C Non-lottery funds

(1) The Fund may enter into an arrangement with a person under which—
(a) the person pays money to the Fund, and
(b) the Fund distributes the money to a third party.

(2) An arrangement under subsection (1) may, in particular—
(a) identify the third party, or
(b) otherwise limit the Fund's freedom of action in relation to the
distribution of the money paid under the arrangement.

(3) The Fund shall distribute money received under subsection (1) for meeting
expenditure that is—

(a) charitable,

(b) connected with health,

(¢) connected with education, or

(d) connected with the environment.

(4) The reference in subsection (3) to the distribution of money received under
subsection (1) is a reference to doing anything of a kind that the Fund can do
under section 36B.

(5) A reference in this Act to payment under section 25(1) shall include a
reference to payment under subsection (3) above.

36D Power to give advice

The Big Lottery Fund may give advice about—
(a) the distribution of money under any provision of this Act;

(b) inviting, making or considering applications for grants and loans
under any provision of this Act;

(¢c) the use of money paid under any provision of this Act.
36E Directions

(1) In exercising any of its functions the Big Lottery Fund shall comply with any
direction given to it by the Secretary of State (subject to subsection (4)).
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(2) A direction under this section may, in particular, specify matters to be taken
into account in determining the persons to whom, the purposes for which and
the conditions subject to which the Fund distributes money.

(3) A direction under this section may, in particular—
(a) relate to the management and control of money received by the Fund;
(b) relate to the employment of staff;
(c) with the consent of the Treasury, relate to—
(i) the form of accounts, or
(i1) methods and principles for the preparation of accounts;
(d) in so far as it relates to a matter specified in paragraphs (a) to (c)—

(1) relate to the persons to whom or the terms on which the Fund
delegates functions;

(ii) require the Fund to obtain the Secretary of State's consent
before taking action of a specified kind;

(iii) require the Fund to provide information to the Secretary of
State.

(4) A direction under this section, other than a direction given by virtue only of
subsection (3), may not be given by the Secretary of State in relation to Welsh,
Scottish or Northern Ireland devolved expenditure, but—

(a) may be given by the National Assembly for Wales in relation to Welsh
devolved expenditure,

(b) may be given by the Scottish Ministers in relation to Scottish
devolved expenditure, and

(c) may be given by the Northern Ireland Department of Culture, Arts
and Leisure in relation to Northern Ireland devolved expenditure.

(5) Before giving a direction under this section, other than by virtue only of
subsection (3), the Secretary of State shall consult—

(a) the Fund,

(b) the National Assembly for Wales,

(c) the Scottish Ministers, and

(d) the Northern Ireland Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure.

(6) But subsection (5)(b) to (d) shall not apply to a direction which relates only
to English devolved expenditure.

(7) Before giving a direction to the Fund by virtue only of subsection (3) the
Secretary of State shall consult the Fund.

(8) Before giving a direction to the Fund by virtue of subsection (4)(a) to (c) the
person giving the direction shall—

(a) consult the Fund, and
(b) obtain the consent of the Secretary of State.

(9) A report of the Fund under section 34 shall set out any directions given to the
Fund under subsection (1) that had effect during the financial year to which
the report relates.”
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11 S. 15 in force at 1.12.2006 by S.I. 2006/3201, art. 2(c)
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