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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND

RURAL COMMUNITIES ACT 2006

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2: Nature Conservation in the UK

Coordinated functions

Section 34: Functions of national or international significance

108. This section sets out functions of the UK conservation bodies that can be discharged
only through the joint committee. These are functions of UK-wide or international
significance. They include giving advice about nature conservation matters of UK-
wide or international significance. Advice on the development and implementation of
policies can be given to “the appropriate authorities”, i.e. the Ministers or governmental
body in the relevant part of the UK. Advice can also be given, and knowledge
disseminated, to any other person. The functions also include establishing common
standards for nature conservation monitoring and for research and analysis, and
commissioning or supporting research.

Section 35: Advice from joint committee to UK conservation body

109. This section gives the joint committee power to provide advice to UK conservation
bodies, so long as that advice is connected with the functions of the body and is of UK-
wide or international significance.

Section 36: GB functions with respect to wildlife

110. This section requires certain functions of the GB conservation bodies under the 1981
Act, to do with listing of protected animals and plants and related research, to be
performed through the joint committee. The relevant provisions of the 1981 Act do not
extend to Northern Ireland.
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