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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND

RURAL COMMUNITIES ACT 2006

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 8: Flexible administrative arrangements

Chapter 1: Agreements with designated bodies

Powers to enter into agreements

Section 84: Agreements with local authorities

209. This section makes particular provision for local authorities in relation to Chapter 1
agreements. Local authorities require this provision due to the legislative streamlining
of local government decision-making under the Local Government Act 2000. Under
that Act and subordinate legislation each function of a principal local authority is
(depending on the function) administered either directly by the full council or through
executive arrangements. Detailed arrangements for the performance of the functions
are specified in regulations made under section 13 of the 2000 Act.

210. This section provides that where a function is to be discharged on behalf of the Secretary
of State or another designated body by a local authority under a Chapter 1 agreement,
the existing allocation of responsibility for the performance of that type of function
under the 2000 Act and subordinate legislation (whether executive or full council) will
apply.

211. The section also provides that the full council (or the executive, as applicable) may
use various usual powers of delegation (for example, to committees and officers) to
perform the function.
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