These notes refer to the Natural Environment and Rural Communities
Act 2006 (c.16) which received Royal Assent on 30 March 2006

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND
RURAL COMMUNITIES ACT 2006

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 8: Flexible administrative arrangements
Chapter 1: Agreementswith designated bodies
Powersto enter into agreements

Section 78: Agreement between Secretary of State and designated body

199.  This section gives the Secretary of State a power to enter into an agreement with a
designated body authorising that body to carry out a Defra function on behalf of the
Minister. A Defrafunction is onethat the Secretary of State certifies asonethat falsto
be performed by or through the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.

200. “Designated body” isdefined asabody listed in Schedule 7. The Secretary of State can
amend thelist in Schedule 7 by statutory instrument.

201. An agreement made under this section will, for example, enable activities that are
currently carried out by Defra’ s Rural Development Serviceto be carried out by Natural
England.
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