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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND

RURAL COMMUNITIES ACT 2006

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 6: Rights of way

Section 67: Presumed dedication and applications under section 53(5) of the 1981
Act

187. This section also amends section 31 of the Highways Act 1980. This time, the purpose
is to clarify the application of section 31 in cases where an application is brought to
modify the definitive map and statement so as to show a public right of way. Under
section 31, the period of use is calculated by reference to the time when the right of the
public to use the way is brought into question. Section 67 amends section 31 so as to
make clear that, where the right of the public to use the way is brought into question
by an application to modify the definitive map and statement, the date on which right
of the public is brought into question is to be treated as being the date on which the
application is made.
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