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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND

RURAL COMMUNITIES ACT 2006

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1: Natural England and the Commission for Rural Communities

Chapter 1: Natural England

Constitution and general purpose

Section 2: General purpose

60. Subsection (1) sets out that Natural England’s general purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced and managed for the benefit of present
and future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development. The terms
“natural environment” and “benefit” are not defined but are meant to be broad and
encompassing, going wider than the specific purposes listed in subsection (2), so
that the natural environment could be found in towns in open spaces as well as in
the countryside. The reference in subsection (1) to sustainable development indicates
that Natural England is meant to seek solutions which, while achieving environmental
benefits, also provide long-term economic and social benefits, and avoid untoward
economic and social impacts.

61. Subsection (2) lists specific matters covered by the general purpose. Those matters
include ones which have been purposes of the Countryside Agency and English Nature
and aims of the Rural Development Service. Subsection (2) is not intended to be a
comprehensive or hierarchical list. Natural England will also be able to pursue anything
which falls within its general purpose as set out in subsection (1).

62. Subsection (2)(a) provides that the general purpose includes promoting nature
conservation and protecting biodiversity. “Nature conservation” is defined in section 30
as the conservation of flora, fauna or geological or physiographical features.

63. Subsection (2)(b) sets out a purpose of conserving and enhancing the landscape. This
includes, but goes wider than, conserving the natural beauty of the landscape. It could
for example cover conserving field boundaries (such as hedgerows and dry stone walls),
and monuments, buildings and sub-surface archaeological features which contribute
to the landscape. Natural England will be able to conserve and enhance the English
landscape for aesthetic, cultural and historic purposes as well as those carried out for
habitat protection purposes.

64. Subsection (2)(c) and (d) provides that Natural England’s general purpose includes
securing the provision and improvement of facilities for the study, understanding and
enjoyment of the natural environment, as well as encouraging open-air recreation and
promoting access to the countryside and open spaces. These purposes are similar to the
purposes of the Countryside Agency and English Nature under the National Parks and
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Access to the Countryside Act 1949 (“the 1949 Act”), the Countryside Act 1968 (“the
1968 Act”) and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (“the 1981 Act”).

65. Subsection (2)(e) provides that Natural England’s general purpose includes
contributing to social and economic well-being through management of the natural
environment.

66. Subsection (3) makes clear that the purpose in subsection (2)(e) may be carried out by
working with local communities.
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