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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND

RURAL COMMUNITIES ACT 2006

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1: Natural England and the Commission for Rural Communities

Chapter 1: Natural England

Constitution and general purpose

Section 1: Constitution

56. This section establishes Natural England, dissolves the Countryside Agency and
English Nature and introduces Schedule 1.

57. Schedule 1 sets out the constitution of Natural England, and includes provisions
about its status, membership, chief executive and other employees, pay and pensions,
procedure, accounts and annual reports.

58. The functions of English Nature and the Countryside Agency are transferred to Natural
England, subject to the provisions of the Act. An example of a function that is
not transferred is the function of the Countryside Agency under section 1 of the
Miscellaneous Financial Provisions Act 1983, under which the Agency was under a
duty to further social and economic development in rural areas.

59. Natural England may have functions which are not spelt out in Part 1. For example,
it may have functions under legislation amended by Schedule 11, or under European
Community schemes or EC Regulations.
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