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Constitutional Reform Act 2005
2005 CHAPTER 4

PART 4

JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS AND DISCIPLINE

CHAPTER 2

APPOINTMENTS

General provisions

63 Merit and good character

(1) Subsections (2) [F1to (4)] apply to any selection under this Part by the Commission or
a selection panel (“the selecting body”).

(2) Selection must be solely on merit.

(3) A person must not be selected unless the selecting body is satisfied that he is of good
character.

[F2(4) Neither “solely” in subsection (2), nor Part 5 of the Equality Act 2010 (public
appointments etc), prevents the selecting body, where two persons are of equal merit,
from preferring one of them over the other for the purpose of increasing diversity
within—

(a) the group of persons who hold offices for which there is selection under this
Part, or

(b) a sub-group of that group.]
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2013/1725, art. 2(g)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/4/section/63/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/section/61/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2013/22/schedule/13/paragraph/10/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1725
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1725
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1725/article/2/g


Constitutional Reform Act 2005 (c. 4)
Document Generated: 2024-04-21

3

Changes to legislation: 
Constitutional Reform Act 2005, Section 63 is up to date with all changes known to be in force
on or before 21 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date.
Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 132(4A) words substituted by 2015 c. 2 s. 83(1)
– Sch. 7 para. 4Pt. A words inserted by 2007 c. 15 s. 144(2)
– Sch. 7 para. 4Pt. A words inserted by 2007 c. 15 s. 144(3)
– Sch. 7 para. 4Pt. A words inserted by 2007 c. 15 s. 144(4)
– Sch. 7 para. 4Pt. A words inserted by 2007 c. 15 s. 144(6)
– Sch. 7 para. 4Pt. A words inserted by 2007 c. 15 s. 144(8)
– Sch. 7 para. 4Pt. A words inserted by 2007 c. 15 s. 144(9)
– Sch. 7 para. 4Pt. A words inserted by 2007 c. 15 s. 144(10)(a)
– Sch. 7 para. 4Pt. A words substituted by 2007 c. 15 s. 144(10)(b)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2015/2/section/83/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/section/144/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/section/144/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/section/144/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/section/144/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/section/144/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/section/144/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/section/144/10/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2007/15/section/144/10/b

