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CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Section 24: First members of the Court.

68. This Section provides for the first judges of the Supreme Court to be the Lords of Appeal
in Ordinary holding office at the date of commencement. This is a one-off provision
to provide for the transition of members of the Appellate Committee of the House of
Lords from the Appellate Committee to the Supreme Court.

69. The effect of Section 24(a) is that on establishment of the Court (with the
commencement of section 23), Lords of Appeal in Ordinary immediately before
commencement will become the first Supreme Court judges.

70. Section 24(b) and (c) make provision for the first holders of the offices of President
and Deputy President, providing that the senior Lord of Appeal in Ordinary prior to
commencement will become the President and the second senior Lord of Appeal in
Ordinary prior to commencement will become the Deputy President of the Court.
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