
These notes refer to the Gambling Act 2005 (c.19)
which received Royal Assent on 7 April 2005

GAMBLING ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

TERRITORIAL EXTENT

Territorial limits – vessels and aircraft

Schedule 6: Exchange of information: persons and bodies

Part Four: Protection of Children and Young Persons

Section 56: Invitation to participate in lottery

190. This section makes it an offence to invite, cause or permit a child to take part in a
lottery, for example, by selling him a ticket. However, this offence does not apply to
two types of lottery allowed under the Act, that is, private lotteries and incidental non-
commercial lotteries (see Schedule 11, Parts 1 and 2). This means that the section does
not, for example, prevent the sale to children of tickets in events such as the tombola at
a school or church fete. The National Lottery is also excluded from this provision.

191. The Act does not criminalise the purchase by a child of a ticket in any form of lottery.
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