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Education Act 2005
2005 CHAPTER 18

PART 1

SCHOOL INSPECTIONS AND OTHER INSPECTIONS BY SCHOOL INSPECTORS

CHAPTER 4

PROCEDURE FOR INSPECTIONS UNDER CHAPTER 3

Inspections and reports: all schools

33 Duty to report on section 28 inspections

Where a section 28 inspection by a registered inspector or a member of the Inspectorate
has been completed, the inspector must make in writing a report of the inspection and
a summary of the report.

34 Section 28 inspections by registered inspectors

(1) Where a section 28 inspection was conducted by a registered inspector and he is of
the opinion—

(a) that special measures are required to be taken in relation to the school, or
(b) that the school requires significant improvement,

he must submit a draft of the report of the inspection to the Chief Inspector.

(2) If the Chief Inspector so requests, an inspector who has submitted a draft under
subsection (1) must provide the Chief Inspector with such further information as the
Chief Inspector may specify.

(3) The Chief Inspector must inform an inspector who has submitted a draft under
subsection (1) whether he agrees or disagrees with the inspector’s opinion.

(4) Where—
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(a) the Chief Inspector informs the inspector that he disagrees with the inspector’s
opinion, but

(b) the inspector remains of the opinion that special measures are required to
be taken in relation to the school or that the school requires significant
improvement,

the inspector may not make a report stating that opinion unless the terms in which he
makes the report are substantially the same (except as to the statement required by
subsection (6)(b)) as the draft or as a subsequent draft submitted to the Chief Inspector
under this subsection.

(5) Where a subsequent draft is submitted under subsection (4), the Chief Inspector must
inform the inspector whether he agrees or disagrees with the inspector’s opinion.

(6) A report made by a registered inspector who is of the opinion that special measures
are required to be taken in relation to the school or that the school requires significant
improvement must—

(a) state his opinion, and
(b) state whether the Chief Inspector agrees or disagrees with his opinion.

(7) If a report of an inspection of a school by a registered inspector is made in
circumstances where—

(a) he is of the opinion that special measures are not required to be taken in
relation to the school, but

(b) in the latest report of an inspection of the school the person making the report
stated that in his opinion such measures were required to be taken and either—

(i) that person was a member of the Inspectorate, or
(ii) the report stated that the Chief Inspector agreed with his opinion,

the registered inspector must state his opinion in the report (whether or not he is
required by subsection (6) also to state the opinion that the school requires significant
improvement).

(8) If a report of an inspection of a school by a registered inspector is made in
circumstances where—

(a) he is of the opinion that the school does not require significant improvement
and that special measures are not required to be taken in relation to the school,
but

(b) in the latest report of an inspection of the school the person making the report
stated that in his opinion the school did require significant improvement and
either—

(i) that person was a member of the Inspectorate, or
(ii) the report stated that the Chief Inspector agreed with his opinion,

the registered inspector must state his opinion in the report.

35 Reports of inspections by members of the Inspectorate

(1) Where on the completion of any inspection of a school under section 20(2)(b) or 24(1)
by a member of the Inspectorate, that person is of the opinion that special measures
are required to be taken in relation to the school or that the school requires significant
improvement, he must—

(a) prepare in writing a report of the inspection and a summary of the report, and
(b) state his opinion in the report.
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(2) If on the completion of any such inspection of a school by a member of the Inspectorate
in circumstances where—

(a) he is of the opinion that special measures are not required to be taken in
relation to the school, but

(b) in the latest report of an inspection of the school, the person making the report
stated that in his opinion such measures were required to be taken in relation
to the school and either—

(i) that person was a member of the Inspectorate, or
(ii) the report stated that the Chief Inspector agreed with his opinion,

the member of the Inspectorate must prepare a report of the inspection and a summary
of the report and state his opinion in the report (whether or not he is required
by subsection (1)(b) also to state the opinion that the school requires significant
improvement).

(3) If on the completion of any such inspection of a school by a member of the Inspectorate
in circumstances where—

(a) he is of the opinion that the school does not require significant improvement
and that special measures are not required to be taken in relation to the school,
but

(b) in the latest report of an inspection of the school, the person making the report
stated that in his opinion the school did require significant improvement and
either—

(i) that person was a member of the Inspectorate, or
(ii) the report stated that the Chief Inspector agreed with his opinion,

the member of the Inspectorate must prepare a report of the inspection and a summary
of the report and state his opinion in the report.

(4) A report of a section 28 inspection of a school by a member of the Inspectorate must,
if he is of the opinion that special measures are required to be taken in relation to the
school or that the school requires significant improvement, state his opinion.

(5) If a report of a section 28 inspection of a school by a member of the Inspectorate is
made in circumstances where—

(a) he is of the opinion that special measures are not required to be taken in
relation to the school, but

(b) in the latest report of an inspection of the school, the person making the report
stated that in his opinion such measures were required to be taken and either—

(i) that person was a member of the Inspectorate, or
(ii) the report stated that the Chief Inspector agreed with his opinion,

the member of the Inspectorate must state his opinion in the report (whether or not he is
required by subsection (4) also to state the opinion that the school requires significant
improvement).

(6) If a report of a section 28 inspection of a school by a member of the Inspectorate is
made in circumstances where—

(a) he is of the opinion that the school does not require significant improvement
and that special measures are not required to be taken in relation to the school,
but



4 Education Act 2005 (c. 18)
Part 1 – School inspections and other inspections by school inspectors

Chapter 4 – Procedure for inspections under Chapter 3
Document Generated: 2024-04-04

Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

(b) in the latest report of an inspection of the school, the person making the report
stated that in his opinion the school did require significant improvement and
either—

(i) that person was a member of the Inspectorate, or
(ii) the report stated that the Chief Inspector agreed with his opinion,

the member of the Inspectorate must state his opinion in the report.

36 Timing of section 28 inspections by registered inspectors

(1) The carrying out of a section 28 inspection must be completed by the time allowed
under subsection (2), and the making of the report required by section 33 must be
completed within the period allowed under that subsection.

(2) The time, and the period, allowed are such as may be prescribed, subject to any such
extension of the period as the Chief Inspector may consider necessary to make; but the
total period allowed must not exceed the prescribed period extended by three months.

(3) In the case of an inspection of a maintained school, the Chief Inspector must give
notice of any extension under subsection (2) to—

(a) the inspector,
(b) the local education authority in the case of a maintained school, and
(c) the governing body.

(4) In the case of an inspection of a school falling within section 28(2)(d), the Chief
Inspector must give notice of any extension under subsection (2) to—

(a) the inspector,
(b) the proprietor of the school, and
(c) the Assembly.

(5) This section does not apply to a section 28 inspection carried out by a member of the
Inspectorate.


