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EDUCATION ACT 2005

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY

Part 4: Miscellaneous

Attendance at alternative education provision

Section 116: Failure of a parent to secure regular school attendance of a child at
alternative provision

242. This section inserts a new section (section 444ZA) in the Education Act 1996. New
section 444ZA extends the circumstances in which a parent or a carer can be issued
with a penalty notice or be prosecuted for failing to ensure that a child for whom he is
responsible attends the alternative provision that has been made for the child. This is
achieved by applying section 444 of the 1996 Act to these circumstances.

243. Subsection (1) of the new section outlines the circumstances in which sanctions may
be used against parents of children who are not registered at a school. This applies to
children for whom the local education authority have made arrangements to be educated
otherwise than at a school. Should these children not attend alternative provision made
for them, local education authorities would have the same powers to prosecute or to
issue a penalty notice as they would if the child did not attend the school at which he
was registered. It does not apply to children for whom parents have made educational
provision in accordance with section 7 of the Education Act 1996.

244. Subsections (2) and (3) of the new section make provision for the use of these sanctions
when a pupil is excluded from a school for a fixed period, or is still on the register
awaiting an appeal following a permanent exclusion. In the case of pupils excluded
from a maintained school or a pupil referral unit under section 52 of the Education Act
2002 this applies where they have been required to attend alternative provision under
section 29(3) of that Act.

245. Subsections (4) and (5) of the new section provide that notice of alternative provision
may be given to a child’s parents by any effective means (in addition to the notice in
writing required by subsection (1)(b) or (2)(d)). Use of sanctions as provided for by
subsections (1) and (2) would only apply if a child regularly fails to attend the provision
after notice to attend it was given.

246. Subsection (6) of the new section provides for a defence for a parent who proves that
he is providing suitable education at home or by other means.

247. Subsection (7) of the new section outlines who may grant the child leave of absence
from alternative provision.

248. Subsection (8) of the new section defines “relevant school”; the effect is that
subsection (2) will apply to a pupil at a school maintained by a local education authority
(including a pupil referral unit), an Academy, a city technology college, or a city college
for the technology of the arts.
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