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Housing Act 2004
2004 CHAPTER 34

PART 1

HOUSING CONDITIONS

CHAPTER 1

ENFORCEMENT OF HOUSING STANDARDS: GENERAL

Procedure for assessing housing conditions

3 Local housing authorities to review housing conditions in their districts

(1) A local housing authority must keep the housing conditions in their area under review
with a view to identifying any action that may need to be taken by them under any of
the provisions mentioned in subsection (2).

(2) The provisions are—
(a) the following provisions of this Act—

(i) this Part,
(ii) Part 2 (licensing of HMOs),

(iii) Part 3 (selective licensing of other houses), and
(iv) Chapters 1 and 2 of Part 4 (management orders);

(b) Part 9 of the Housing Act 1985 (c. 68) (demolition orders and slum clearance);
(c) Part 7 of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (c. 42) (renewal areas);

and
(d) article 3 of the Regulatory Reform (Housing Assistance) (England and Wales)

Order 2002 (S.I. 2002/1860).

(3) For the purpose of carrying out their duty under subsection (1) a local housing
authority and their officers must—
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(a) comply with any directions that may be given by the appropriate national
authority, and

(b) keep such records, and supply the appropriate national authority with such
information, as that authority may specify.

4 Inspections by local housing authorities to see whether category 1 or 2 hazards
exist

(1) If a local housing authority consider—
(a) as a result of any matters of which they have become aware in carrying out

their duty under section 3, or
(b) for any other reason,

that it would be appropriate for any residential premises in their district to be inspected
with a view to determining whether any category 1 or 2 hazard exists on those
premises, the authority must arrange for such an inspection to be carried out.

(2) If an official complaint about the condition of any residential premises in the district
of a local housing authority is made to the proper officer of the authority, and the
circumstances complained of indicate—

(a) that any category 1 or category 2 hazard may exist on those premises, or
(b) that an area in the district should be dealt with as a clearance area,

the proper officer must inspect the premises or area.

(3) In this section “an official complaint” means a complaint in writing made by—
(a) a justice of the peace having jurisdiction in any part of the district, or
(b) the parish or community council for a parish or community within the district.

(4) An inspection of any premises under subsection (1) or (2)—
(a) is to be carried out in accordance with regulations made by the appropriate

national authority; and
(b) is to extend to so much of the premises as the local housing authority or proper

officer (as the case may be) consider appropriate in the circumstances having
regard to any applicable provisions of the regulations.

(5) Regulations under subsection (4) may in particular make provision about—
(a) the manner in which, and the extent to which, premises are to be inspected

under subsection (1) or (2), and
(b) the manner in which the assessment of hazards is to be carried out.

(6) Where an inspection under subsection (2) has been carried out and the proper officer
of a local housing authority is of the opinion—

(a) that a category 1 or 2 hazard exists on any residential premises in the
authority’s district, or

(b) that an area in their district should be dealt with as a clearance area,
the officer must, without delay, make a report in writing to the authority which sets
out his opinion together with the facts of the case.

(7) The authority must consider any report made to them under subsection (6) as soon
as possible.


