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HOUSING ACT 2004

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 6

Sections 199 -201: Disposals by Registered Social Landlords

461. These sections carry over the changes made in respect of the Right to Buy in sections
185 -188 to voluntary disposals by Registered Social Landlords of properties at a
discount under section 9 of the Housing Act 1996.

462. The voluntary disposal of properties by Registered Social Landlords (e.g. housing
associations) under section 9 of the Housing Act 1996 requires the consent of the
Housing Corporation. General consent has been given for properties to be disposed of
at a discount, on terms no more generous than the statutory Right to Buy or Right to
Acquire scheme, where the Registered Social Landlord has a voluntary sales policy in
place. Registered Social Landlords that do not have a voluntary sales policy in place
require specific consent from the Corporation in respect of any disposals. Specific
consent can be sought from the Housing Corporation if a Registered Social Landlord
wishes to dispose of properties on more generous terms, if necessary or desirable in
particular circumstances.

463. With respect to section 200, and the landlord’s right of first refusal, the Government
intends to allow Registered Social Landlords in rural areas to choose between a right
of first refusal, and a restriction requiring sales to be made only to local people. The
Housing Corporation's consent will allow this freedom of choice.
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