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Asylum and Immigration (Treatment
of Claimants, etc. ) Act 2004

2004 CHAPTER 19

Treatment of claimants

11 Accommodation for asylum seekers: local connection

(1) At the end of section 199 of the Housing Act 1996 (c. 52) (local connection) add—

“(6) A person has a local connection with the district of a local housing authority
if he was (at any time) provided with accommodation in that district under
section 95 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (support for asylum
seekers).

(7) But subsection (6) does not apply—
(a) to the provision of accommodation for a person in a district of

a local housing authority if he was subsequently provided with
accommodation in the district of another local housing authority
under section 95 of that Act, or

(b) to the provision of accommodation in an accommodation centre by
virtue of section 22 of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act
2002 (c. 41) (use of accommodation centres for section 95 support).”

(2) Subsection (3) applies where—
(a) a local housing authority would (but for subsection (3)) be obliged to secure

that accommodation is available for occupation by a person under section 193
of the Housing Act 1996 (homeless persons),

(b) the person was (at any time) provided with accommodation in a place in
Scotland under section 95 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (support
for asylum seekers),

(c) the accommodation was not provided in an accommodation centre by virtue
of section 22 of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002 (use of
accommodation centres for section 95 support), and

(d) the person has neither—
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(i) a local connection with the district of a local housing authority (in
England or Wales) within the meaning of section 199 of the Housing
Act 1996 as amended by subsection (1) above, nor

(ii) a local connection with a district (in Scotland) within the meaning of
section 27 of the Housing (Scotland) Act 1987 (c. 26).

(3) Where this subsection applies—
(a) the duty of the local housing authority under section 193 of the Housing Act

1996 in relation to the person shall not apply, but
(b) the local housing authority—

(i) may secure that accommodation is available for occupation by the
person for a period giving him a reasonable opportunity of securing
accommodation for his occupation, and

(ii) may provide the person (or secure that he is provided with) advice and
assistance in any attempts he may make to secure that accommodation
becomes available for his occupation.
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