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Criminal Justice Act 2003
2003 CHAPTER 44

PART 8

LIVE LINKS

[F152A Further provision about the effect of live-link directions

(1) A person who takes part in eligible criminal proceedings in accordance with a direction
under section 51 is to be treated as complying with any requirement (however imposed
or expressed) for that person to attend or appear before court, or to surrender to the
custody of the court, for the purposes of that participation in those proceedings.

(2) A person who takes part in eligible criminal proceedings in accordance with a
direction under section 51 is to be treated as present in court for the purposes of those
proceedings.

(3) If eligible criminal proceedings are conducted with one or more persons taking part
in accordance with a direction under section 51, the proceedings are to be regarded
as taking place—

(a) if at least one member of the court is taking part in the proceedings while in a
courtroom, in that courtroom (or, if more than one courtroom falls within this
paragraph, such of them as the court directs),

(b) if no member of the court, but at least one other person, is taking part in the
proceedings while in a courtroom, in that courtroom (or, if more than one
courtroom falls within this paragraph, such of them as the court directs), or

(c) if no person is taking part in the proceedings while in a courtroom, at such
place as the court directs (being a place where the court could lawfully sit for
the purposes of those proceedings).

(4) In subsection (3), “courtroom” includes any place where proceedings of the sort in
question might ordinarily be held (if no person were taking part in the proceedings in
accordance with a direction under section 51).

(5) A statement made on oath by a witness outside the United Kingdom and given in
evidence through a live audio link or a live video link in accordance with a direction
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under section 51 is to be treated for the purposes of section 1 of the Perjury Act 1911
as having been made in the proceedings in which it is given in evidence.]
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