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Criminal Justice Act 2003
2003 CHAPTER 44

PART 11

EVIDENCE

CHAPTER 2

HEARSAY EVIDENCE

Supplementary

126 Court’s general discretion to exclude evidence

(1) In criminal proceedings the court may refuse to admit a statement as evidence of a
matter stated if—

(a) the statement was made otherwise than in oral evidence in the proceedings,
and

(b) the court is satisfied that the case for excluding the statement, taking account
of the danger that to admit it would result in undue waste of time, substantially
outweighs the case for admitting it, taking account of the value of the
evidence.

(2) Nothing in this Chapter prejudices—
(a) any power of a court to exclude evidence under section 78 of the Police and

Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (c. 60) (exclusion of unfair evidence), or
(b) any other power of a court to exclude evidence at its discretion (whether by

preventing questions from being put or otherwise).
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Commencement Information
I1 S. 126 wholly in force at 4.4.2005, see s. 336(3) and S.I. 2005/950, art. 2(1), Sch. 1 para. 6 (subject to

art. 2(2), Sch. 2)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/950
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/950/article/2/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/950/schedule/1/paragraph/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/950/article/2/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/950/schedule/2
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