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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE (COMMUNITY

HEALTH AND STANDARDS) ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 5  - Miscellaneous

Welfare Food Scheme

Section 186: Replacement of the Welfare Food Schemes: Northern Ireland

446. Section 186 will enable Northern Ireland to replicate the provisions in Section 185
of the Act by way of Order in Council subject to negative resolution procedure. This
will ensure that women and children in Northern Ireland have the same access to the
reformed welfare food scheme as women and children in England, Scotland and Wales.
Currently women and children in Northern Ireland, under the separate Northern Ireland
Welfare Food Scheme, have access to the same benefits as those in the rest of the UK.
This has been the position since the Scheme’s inception in 1940 and we would wish
to maintain this position.

447. During suspension of the Northern Ireland Assembly, Northern Ireland legislation
may be made by Order in Council under the Northern Ireland Act 2000. Such Orders
are normally subject to the affirmative resolution procedure. However, if there is a
requirement for immediate parity in legislative provisions between Northern Ireland
and Great Britain, the Northern Ireland Act 2000 provides for Orders to be made subject
to the negative resolution procedure. This is permitted only if the provisions of the
Order will correspond in their purpose to the relevant provisions of the GB Act.
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