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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE (COMMUNITY

HEALTH AND STANDARDS) ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2 —Standards

Chapter 4 —NhsHealth Care: Functions of National Assembly for Wales

Reviews and investigations

Section 70: Reviews and investigations relating to Wales

182.

183.

The Commission for Health Improvement undertook reviews of, and investigations
into, health care provided by NHS bodies both in England and Wales. This section
provides for the Assembly to exercise these functions in relation to health care by or
for Welsh NHS bodies. Under section 63 of the Government of Wales Act 1998, the
Assembly has the power to delegate its inspection function to its staff. It is the stated
intention of the Assembly to set up an internal unit to carry out this function.

In the same way that section 51 provides for particular matters to be considered by the
CHAI in undertaking its review and investigation functions, subsection (4) provides
that the Assembly shall be concerned with the availability of and access to, the quality
and effectiveness and the economy and efficiency of health care provided by and for
Welsh NHS bodies, the availability and quality of information provided to the public
about the health care and the need to safeguard and promote the rights and welfare of
children.
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