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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE (COMMUNITY

HEALTH AND STANDARDS) ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2 –Standards

Chapter 3 - Nhs Health Care: Functions of Chai

Other functions

Section 57: Studies as to economy, efficiency etc

165. This section enables the CHAI to carry out comparative or other studies for improving
economy, efficiency and effectiveness in the exercise of any of the functions of English
NHS bodies with the exception of Special Health Authorities (which are to be reviewed
in this respect by the National Audit Office).

166. The Audit Commission, under section 33(1) of the Audit Commission Act 1998
previously carried out such studies in relation to these bodies. Paragraphs 12(6) and
(8) ofSchedule 9 of the Act removes all of these bodies - apart from NHS foundation
trusts, which are not currently within the scope of those provisions - from the scope of
section 33(1) and (4) and 35 of the 1998 Act.

167. Within Wales, the function of carrying out these studies remains with the Audit
Commission. However, in carrying out reviews and investigations generally, the
Assembly is required under section 70 to be concerned with the economy and efficiency
of the provision of health care. It is envisaged that the Audit Commission will continue
to work with the Assembly in relation to reviews and investigations of health care by
or for Welsh NHS bodies.
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