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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE (COMMUNITY

HEALTH AND STANDARDS) ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2 –Standards

Chapter 10 – Supplementary and General

Joint working

Section 120: Co-operation etc

271. Section 120 places a duty on both the CHAI and the CSCI to co-operate with one another
where it seems to them appropriate to do so for the efficient and effective discharge of
their respective functions. This will in particular allow the CHAI and the CSCI to co-
ordinate their work programmes.

272. Subsection (2) provides for regulations to prescribe circumstances where the CHAI and
the CSCI must consult each other in relation to the proposed exercise of their functions.
It is envisaged that in many of the instances where it would be desirable for the CSCI
and the CHAI to co-operate, that they would do so without needing to be asked by
the Secretary of State. However, there will be instances where co-operation will be
essential and it is considered necessary to be able to make regulations to specify the
circumstances in which co-operation may be necessary. Regulations may require the
CHAI and the CSCI to consult each other before carrying out inspections of a particular
type of service, for example, a mental health facility providing integrated health and
social services provision, in order to reduce the burdens on those subject to inspection,
or could require the CHAI and the CSCI to consult each other on the contents of their
respective work programmes.

273. Subsection (3) gives the CHAI and the CSCI the power to delegate their functions to
one another. Subsection (4) allows for the CHAI and the CSCI to enter budget-pooling
arrangements, subject to prescribed conditions. It is anticipated that these conditions
will relate to matters such as the requirement to keep proper accounts in respect of
pooled funds.
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