These notes refer to the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (c.42)
which received Royal Assent on 20 November 2003

SEXUAL OFFENCESACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS
Part 1: Sexual Offences

Section 6: Assault of a child under 13 by penetration

15. Section 6 makesit an offencefor aperson intentionally to penetrate sexually the vagina
or anus of achild under the age of 13 with a part of his body, such as afinger, or with
anything else, such as bottle or other object. The penetration must be sexual, as defined
in section 78. Whether or not the child consented to the act isirrelevant.
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