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Sexual Offences Act 2003

2003 CHAPTER 42

[F'PART 2A

CLOSURE ORDERS

Reimbursement of costs, compensation etc.

[F'1360 Compensation
(1) A person who claims to have incurred financial loss in consequence of a closure notice
or closure order may apply for compensation.

(2) The application must be made—
(a) to the appropriate appeal court, if the closure order was made or extended by
an order of that court on an appeal under section 136K;
(b) in any other case, to the magistrates' court which considered the application
for a closure order.

(3) Inacase where a closure notice is issued but a closure order is not made, the application
must not be entertained unless it is made before the end of the period of three months
beginning with—

(a) the day the magistrates' court decides not to make a closure order, or

(b) ifthere is an appeal against that decision, the day the appropriate appeal court
dismisses that appeal.

(4) In a case where a closure order is made, the application must not be entertained unless
it is made before the end of the period of three months beginning with the day the
closure order ceases to have effect.

(5) The court which hears the application may order the payment of compensation out of
central funds if it is satisfied—

(a) thatthe person was not associated with the use of the premises for the activities

in relation to which the first condition in section 136B [**or 136BA] was met,
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(b) if the person is the owner or occupier of the premises, that the person took
reasonable steps to prevent that use,

(c) that the person has incurred financial loss as mentioned in subsection (1), and

(d) having regard to all the circumstances it is appropriate to order payment of
compensation in respect of that loss.

(6) In this section—
(a) ““appropriate appeal court” has the same meaning as in section 136K;

(b) “central funds” has the same meaning as in enactments providing for the
payment of costs.

(7) In the application of this section to Northern Ireland—

(a) the reference in subsection (5) to “central funds” is to be read as a reference
to monies provided by Parliament, and

(b) subsection (6)(b) is omitted.]
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