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EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2: Terrorist Acts and Threats: Jurisdiction

Section 52: Jurisdiction for terrorist offences
63D:

Terrorist attacks or threats in connection with UK diplomatic premises etc.:
jurisdiction

117. This section gives the UK jurisdiction over terrorist offences or the threat of terrorist
offences committed either against the residential or working premises or vehicles of
protected persons when a protected person is in, or likely to be, on the premises or
in the vehicle. This will cover attacks on UK embassies and consulates abroad. This
is to give effect to Article 9(1)(e) of the 2002 Framework Decision, which requires
Member States to take extra-territorial jurisdiction in cases of terrorist attack on their
institutions. At present if a terrorist act is committed against UK diplomatic residencies,
any proceedings have to be brought by the relevant authorities of the country in which
the incident took place. Under these new provisions, the UK government would be
able to prosecute effectively those who attack or threaten to attack its personnel and
premises. Subsection (1) provides that the UK will take extra-territorial jurisdiction over
certain domestic offences where they are committed against the premises or vehicles of
protected persons when a protected person is in, or likely to be, on the premises or in
the vehicle. Subsection (2) lists the offences for which the UK will take extra-territorial
jurisdiction. Subsections (3) and (4) provide that in addition the UK will take extra-
territorial jurisdiction over the threat offences in the Criminal Damage Act 1971, (and
its Northern Ireland equivalent, and, in Scotland, breach of the peace), when committed
in respect of protected persons’ premises or vehicles, as an act of terrorism or for the
purposes of terrorism.
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