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CRIME (INTERNATIONAL

CO-OPERATION) ACT 2003

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1: Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters

Chapter 2: Mutual Provision of Evidence

Section 10: Domestic freezing orders

43. This section provides for the issuing of domestic freezing orders, in accordance with
the 2003 Framework Decision. The section deals with orders to freeze evidence only.
Schedule 4 to the Act deals with orders to freeze terrorist assets, but orders to freeze
property are not otherwise covered by this Act. A domestic freezing order is defined for
the purposes of this section as an order for protecting evidence which is in a participating
country (explained in paragraph 18) pending the transfer of the evidence to the UK.

44. The section specifies the circumstances in which a judicial authority (as defined in
subsection (5)) may make a freezing order. For a domestic freezing order to be made,
it should appear to the judicial authority that proceedings in respect of an offence
covered by the 2003 Framework Decision have been instituted or such an offence is
being investigated, that there are reasonable grounds to believe there is evidence in
a participating country which satisfies the requirements of this section (including, for
example, that the evidence is likely to be of substantial value to criminal proceedings
or an investigation in the UK), and that a request has been (or will be) made to the
authority for the evidence to be sent to the UK.
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