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Communications Act 2003
2003 CHAPTER 21

PART 5

COMPETITION IN COMMUNICATIONS MARKETS

CHAPTER 2

MEDIA MERGERS

Adaptation for media mergers of main merger regime

377 Additional investigation and report by OFCOM

After section 44 of the Enterprise Act 2002 (investigation and report by OFT in public
interest cases) there shall be inserted—

“44A Additional investigation and report by OFCOM: media mergers

(1) Subsection (2) applies where—
(a) the Secretary of State has given an intervention notice in relation to a

relevant merger situation; and
(b) the intervention notice mentions any media public interest

consideration.

(2) OFCOM shall, within such period as the Secretary of State may require,
give a report to the Secretary of State on the effect of the consideration or
considerations concerned on the case.

(3) The report shall contain—
(a) advice and recommendations on any media public interest

consideration mentioned in the intervention notice concerned and
which is or may be relevant to the Secretary of State’s decision as to
whether to make a reference under section 45; and



2 Communications Act 2003 (c. 21)
Part 5 – Competition in communications markets

Chapter 2 – Media mergers
Document Generated: 2024-04-18

Changes to legislation: Communications Act 2003, Section 377 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 18 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(b) a summary of any representations about the case which have been
received by OFCOM and which relate to any such consideration.

(4) OFCOM shall carry out such investigations as they consider appropriate for the
purposes of producing a report under this section.”
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