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Homelessness Act 2002

2002 CHAPTER 7

Other functions relating to homelessness

Events which cause the main homelessness duty to cease

(1) Subsections (6) to (8) of section 193 of the 1996 Act (events which bring main
homelessness duty to an end) are amended as follows.

(2) In subsection (6), after paragraph (c) there is inserted—

“(cc) accepts an offer of an assured tenancy (other than an assured shorthold
tenancy) from a private landlord,”.

(3) For subsection (7) there is substituted—

“(7) The local housing authority shall also cease to be subject to the duty under this
section if the applicant, having been informed of the possible consequence
of refusal and of his right to request a review of the suitability of the
accommodation, refuses a final offer of accommodation under Part 6.

(7A) An offer of accommodation under Part 6 is a final offer for the purposes of
subsection (7) if it is made in writing and states that it is a final offer for the
purposes of subsection (7).”

(4) After subsection (7A) (which is inserted by subsection (3) above) there is inserted—

“(7B) The authority shall also cease to be subject to the duty under this section if
the applicant accepts a qualifying offer of an assured shorthold tenancy which
is made by a private landlord in relation to any accommodation which is, or
may become, available for the applicant’s occupation.

(7C) The applicant is free to reject a qualifying offer without affecting the duty
owed to him under this section by the authority.

(7D) For the purposes of subsection (7B) an offer of an assured shorthold tenancy
is a qualifying offer if—
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(a) it is made, with the approval of the authority, in pursuance of
arrangements made by the authority with the landlord with a view to
bringing the authority’s duty under this section to an end;

(b) the tenancy being offered is a fixed term tenancy (within the meaning
of Part 1 of the Housing Act 1988 (c. 50)); and

(c) it is accompanied by a statement in writing which states the term of
the tenancy being offered and explains in ordinary language that—

(i) there is no obligation to accept the offer, but

(ii) if the offer is accepted the local housing authority will cease
to be subject to the duty under this section in relation to the
applicant.

(7E) An acceptance of a qualifying offer is only effective for the purposes of
subsection (7B) if the applicant signs a statement acknowledging that he has
understood the statement mentioned in subsection (7D).

(7F) The local housing authority shall not—
(a) make a final offer of accommodation under Part 6 for the purposes
of subsection (7); or
(b) approve an offer of an assured shorthold tenancy for the purposes of
subsection (7B),

unless they are satisfied that the accommodation is suitable for the applicant
and that it is reasonable for him to accept the offer.”

(5) In subsection (8), for “subsection (7)” there is substituted *“ subsection (7F) ” and the
words “of accommodation under Part VI” shall cease to have effect.

(6) Nothing in this section affects the operation of section 193 in relation to an offer
of accommodation under Part 6 which is made before the commencement of
subsection (3) above.
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