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Adoption and Children Act 2002
2002 CHAPTER 38

 E+W+S

An Act to restate and amend the law relating to adoption; to make further amendments
of the law relating to children; to amend section 93 of the Local Government Act 2000;
and for connected purposes. [7th November 2002]

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows:—

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Act applied (E.W.) (30.12.2005) by The Adoptions with a Foreign Element Regulations 2005 (S.I.

2005/392), regs. 1(1), 52 (with regs. 53-58)
C2 Act: power to modify conferred (1.10.2009) by Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (c. 22),

ss. 55, 68(2); S.I. 2009/2232, art. 2(q)
C3 Act applied (with modifications) (21.12.2018) by The Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Parental

Orders) Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/1412), Sch. 1
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 4A inserted by 2014 c. 6 s. 5
– s. 141(7) inserted by 2010 c. 26 Sch. 3 para. 13 (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. Sch. 3 Pt. 2 repealed (4.9.2013) without ever being in force by
2013 c. 22, s. 17(4) ; S.I. 2013/2200 art. 2(a))
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