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Police Reform Act 2002
2002 CHAPTER 30

PART 3

REMOVAL, SUSPENSION AND DISCIPLINING OF POLICE OFFICERS

Disciplinary proceedings and protected disclosures

35 Disciplinary regulations for special constables

In section 51 of the 1996 Act (regulations for special constables), in subsection (2),
after paragraph (b) there shall be inserted—

“(ba) the conduct of special constables and the maintenance of discipline;”.

36 Conduct of disciplinary proceedings

(1) Without prejudice to the generality of any of the powers conferred by sections 50
and 51 of the 1996 Act (regulations for police forces and for special constables),
regulations under each of those sections may make provision—

(a) for conferring a right to bring and conduct, or otherwise participate
or intervene in, any disciplinary proceedings on the Independent Police
Complaints Commission;

(b) for conferring a right to participate in, or to be present at, disciplinary
proceedings on such persons as may be specified or described in the
regulations; and

(c) for section 34 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994 (c. 33)
(inferences to be drawn from a failure to mention a fact when questioned
or charged) to apply, with such modifications and in such cases as may be
provided for in the regulations, to disciplinary proceedings.

(2) In this section “disciplinary proceedings” means any proceedings under any
regulations made under section 50 or, as the case may be, section 51 of 1996 Act which
are identified as disciplinary proceedings by those regulations.
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37 Protected disclosures by police officers

(1) After section 43K of the Employment Rights Act 1996 (c. 18), there shall be inserted—

“43KA  Application of this Part and related provisions to police

(1) For the purposes of—
(a) this Part,
(b) section 47B and sections 48 and 49 so far as relating to that section,

and
(c) section 103A and the other provisions of Part 10 so far as relating to

the right not to be unfairly dismissed in a case where the dismissal is
unfair by virtue of section 103A,

a person who holds, otherwise than under a contract of employment, the
office of constable or an appointment as a police cadet shall be treated as an
employee employed by the relevant officer under a contract of employment;
and any reference to a worker being “employed” and to his “employer” shall
be construed accordingly.

(2) In this section “the relevant officer” means—
(a) in relation to a member of a police force or a special constable

appointed for a police area, the chief officer of police;
(b) in relation to a person appointed as a police member of the NCIS, the

Director General of NCIS;
(c) in relation to a person appointed as a police member of the NCS, the

Director General of NCS;
(d) in relation to any other person holding the office of constable or an

appointment as police cadet, the person who has the direction and
control of the body of constables or cadets in question.”

(2) In section 200(1) of that Act (provisions which do not apply to persons engaged in
police service under a contract of employment)—

(a) the words “, Part IVA” and “, 47B” shall be omitted;
(b) after “sections 100” there shall be inserted “ , 103A ”; and
(c) after “section 100” there shall be inserted “ or 103A ”.

(3) Section 13 of the Public Interest Disclosure Act 1998 (c. 23) (exclusion of police
service from provisions about protected disclosures) shall cease to have effect.
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