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Justice (Northern Ireland) Act 2002
2002 CHAPTER 26

PART 1

THE JUDICIARY

Other provisions

18 Qualification for appointment

(1) F1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(2) In section 7(1)(a) of the Judicature (Northern Ireland) Act 1978 (c. 23) (further
assistance for transaction of business of High Court or Court of Appeal by Lord
of Appeal in Ordinary), for “had practised for not less than ten years at the Bar of
Northern Ireland” substitute “ was a member of the Bar of Northern Ireland, or a
solicitor of the Supreme Court, of at least ten years’ standing ”.

(3) For section 9 of that Act (qualification for appointment as judge of High Court or
Court of Appeal) substitute—

“9  Qualification to be judge of High Court or Court of Appeal

A person is not qualified for appointment as Lord Chief Justice, a Lord Justice
of Appeal or a judge of the High Court unless he is—

(a) a member of the Bar of Northern Ireland of at least ten years’ standing;
or

(b) a solicitor of the Supreme Court of at least ten years’ standing.”

(4) In section 103(1) of the County Courts Act (Northern Ireland) 1959 (c. 25 (N.I.))
(qualification for appointment as county court judge), for the words after “unless”
substitute “he is—

(a) a member of the Bar of Northern Ireland of at least ten years’ standing;
or

(b) a solicitor of the Supreme Court of at least ten years’ standing.”



2 Justice (Northern Ireland) Act 2002 (c. 26)
Part 1 – The Judiciary

Document Generated: 2024-04-19
Changes to legislation: Justice (Northern Ireland) Act 2002, Section 18 is up to date with all changes known to be in force

on or before 19 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(5) In section 107(1) of that Act (qualification for appointment as deputy county court
judge), for the words after “deputy judge” substitute “a person who is—

(a) a member of the Bar of Northern Ireland of at least ten years’ standing;
or

(b) a solicitor of the Supreme Court of at least ten years’ standing.”

(6) In section 9(1) of the Magistrates’ Courts Act (Northern Ireland) 1964 (c. 21
(N.I.)) (qualification for appointment as resident magistrate), for the words after
“appointments” substitute “are—

(a) members of the Bar of Northern Ireland of at least seven years’
standing; or

(b) solicitors of the Supreme Court of at least seven years’ standing.”

(7) In section 2(3) of the Coroners Act (Northern Ireland) 1959 (c. 15 (N.I.)) (qualification
for appointment as coroner), for the words after “unless” substitute “he is—

(a) a member of the Bar of Northern Ireland of at least five years’
standing; or

(b) a solicitor of the Supreme Court of at least five years’ standing.”

(8) In section 70(2) of the Judicature (Northern Ireland) Act 1978 (c. 23) (qualification for
appointment to offices in Schedule 3), for the words after “unless” substitute “he is—

(a) a barrister or solicitor, or in the case of the Official Solicitor a solicitor,
who has at least the number of years’ standing specified in relation to
that office in column 3 of that Schedule; or

(b) the holder of any other office so listed.”

(9) In Schedule 3 to that Act, in each of the entries relating to a Master F2. . . , in column
3 (number of years’ standing), for “10” substitute “ 7 ”.

(10) In section 35 of the Northern Ireland Constitution Act 1973 (c. 36) (Crown Solicitor
for Northern Ireland), after subsection (1) insert—

“(1A) A person is not qualified for appointment as Crown Solicitor unless he is—
(a) a member of the Bar of Northern Ireland of at least ten years’standing;

or
(b) a solicitor of the Supreme Court of at least ten years’ standing.”
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