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JUSTICE (NORTHERN IRELAND) ACT 2002

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY

Part 1: the Judiciary

Appointment and Removal

Section 6: Removal from most senior judicial offices

20. This section amends the Judicature (Northern Ireland) Act 1978 to provide for the
removal of the Lord Chief Justice or a Lord Justice of Appeal or of a judge of the
High Court appointed before section 7 comes into force. It requires the Prime Minister
and the Lord Chancellor to consult the First Minister and deputy First Minister before
making a motion for an address to Her Majesty The Queen by both Houses of Parliament
recommending removal of a person from office, and no such motion may be presented
in respect of any person unless a tribunal convened by the First Minister and deputy
First Minister under section 8 has recommended that the person be removed from the
office and reported this recommendation to the First Minister and deputy First Minister.

21. The First Minister and deputy First Minister must send a copy of this report, together
with any response of their own, to the Lord Chancellor and Prime Minister to be laid
before both Houses of Parliament before the Lord Chancellor and Prime Minister make
a motion for removal. New section 12B(8) provides for the suspension of the Lord Chief
Justice, Lord Justice of Appeal or judge of the High Court while the Lord Chancellor
and Prime Minister consider making any such motion.

22. New section 12B(10) provides that removal and suspension of judges of the High Court
appointed after the coming into force of section 7 are dealt with under section 7 of the
Act instead of under the Judicature (Northern Ireland) Act 1978.
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