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Tax Credits Act 2002
2002 CHAPTER 21

PART 2

CHILD BENEFIT AND GUARDIAN’S ALLOWANCE

Minor amendments

55 Continuing entitlement after death of child

(1) Insert the section set out in subsection (2)—
(a) in the Social Security Contributions and Benefits Act 1992 (c. 4) after

section 145 (as section 145A), and
(b) in the Social Security Contributions and Benefits (Northern Ireland) Act 1992

(c. 7) after section 141 (as section 141A).

(2) The section is—
Entitlement after death of child

(1) If a child dies and a person is entitled to child benefit in respect of him for the
week in which his death occurs, that person shall be entitled to child benefit
in respect of the child for a prescribed period following that week.

(2) If the person entitled to child benefit under subsection (1) dies before the end
of that prescribed period and, at the time of his death, was—

(a) a member of a married couple and living with the person to whom
he was married, or

(b) a member of an unmarried couple,
that other member of the married couple or unmarried couple shall be entitled
to child benefit for the period for which the dead person would have been
entitled to child benefit under subsection (1) above but for his death.

(3) If a child dies before the end of the week in which he is born, subsections (1)
and (2) apply in his case as if references to the person entitled to child benefit
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in respect of a child for the week in which his death occurs were to the person
who would have been so entitled if the child had been alive at the beginning
of that week (and if any conditions which were satisfied, and any facts which
existed, at the time of his death were satisfied or existed then).

(4) Where a person is entitled to child benefit in respect of a child under this
section, section 77 applies with the omission of subsections (4) to (6).

(5) In this section—
“married couple” means a man and a woman who are married to

each other and are neither—
(a) separated under a court order, nor
(b) separated in circumstances in which the separation is likely to

be permanent, and
“unmarried couple” means a man and a woman who are not a

married couple but are living together as husband and wife.”
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