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Anti-terrorism, Crime
and Security Act 2001

2001 CHAPTER 24

PART 3

DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION

17 Extension of existing disclosure powers

(1) This section applies to the provisions listed in Schedule 4, so far as they authorise the
disclosure of information.

(2) Each of the provisions to which this section applies shall have effect, in relation to
the disclosure of information by or on behalf of a public authority, as if the purposes
for which the disclosure of information is authorised by that provision included each
of the following—

(a) the purposes of any criminal investigation whatever which is being or may be
carried out, whether in the United Kingdom or elsewhere;

(b) the purposes of any criminal proceedings whatever which have been or may
be initiated, whether in the United Kingdom or elsewhere;

(c) the purposes of the initiation or bringing to an end of any such investigation
or proceedings;

(d) the purpose of facilitating a determination of whether any such investigation
or proceedings should be initiated or brought to an end.

(3) The Treasury may by order made by statutory instrument add any provision contained
in any subordinate legislation to the provisions to which this section applies.

(4) The Treasury shall not make an order under subsection (3) unless a draft of it has been
laid before Parliament and approved by a resolution of each House.

(5) No disclosure of information shall be made by virtue of this section unless the public
authority by which the disclosure is made is satisfied that the making of the disclosure
is proportionate to what is sought to be achieved by it.
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(6) Nothing in this section shall be taken to prejudice any power to disclose information
which exists apart from this section.

(7) The information that may be disclosed by virtue of this section includes information
obtained before the commencement of this section.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 17 applied (N.I.) (1.4.2007) by The Water and Sewerage Services (Northern Ireland) Order 2006

(S.I. 2006/3336 (N.I. 21)), arts. 1(2)(3), 265(3) (with arts. 8(9), 121(3), 307); S.R. 2007/194, art. 2,
Sch. 1 Pt. 2 (with art. 3, Sch. 2)
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