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COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 10: Police Powers

| dentification

Section 95 Powersto require removal of disguises: Northern Ireland

240.

241.

Section 95 providesfor the Public Order (Northern Ireland) Order 1987 to be amended
by the insertion of a new Article 23A, which makes similar provision for Northern
Ireland to that made for Great Britain by virtue of Section 94. Accordingly, where a
senior police officer reasonably believes that incidents involving the commission of
offences may take place within a locality, he may issue an authorisation which will
enabl e the police to exercise powers to require the removal of face coverings worn for
the purpose of concealing identity, and to seize any such items. Under the Northern
Ireland (Emergency Provisions) Act 1996, it was an offence to wear amask or hood in
apublic placefor the purpose of concealing identity. This provision was repealed when
the Terrorism Act 2000 took effect.

A consequential amendment is also made to the Police and Crimina Evidence
(Northern Ireland) Order 1989 to provide that failure to comply with the requirement
to remove adisguise is an arrestable offence.
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