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ARMED FORCES ACT 2001

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT - COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 6 – Other amendments

Marriages in Service Chapels

133. Section 68 of the Marriage Act 1949 details the categories of people who are eligible to
be married in Service chapels. At least one of a couple wishing to be married in such a
chapel must belong to one of these categories, the principal of which consists of serving
and former members of the armed forces. Previously, daughters of eligible individuals
were also eligible, but their sons were not. Moreover, the section expressly excluded
step-daughters from eligibility.

134. Differentiating between members of the family in this way is no longer considered
justifiable. Paragraph 31 amends section 68 of the 1949 Act to provide that sons,
step-daughters and step-sons of qualifying personnel are also eligible to be married in
Service chapels.
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