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Political Parties, Elections
and Referendums Act 2000

2000 CHAPTER 41

F1

An Act to establish an Electoral Commission; to make provision about the registration
and finances of political parties; to make provision about donations and expenditure
for political purposes; to make provision about election and referendum campaigns
and the conduct of referendums; to make provision about election petitions and other
legal proceedings in connection with elections; to reduce the qualifying periods set
out in sections 1 and 3 of the Representation of the People Act 1985; to make
pre-consolidation amendments relating to European Parliamentary Elections; and for
connected purposes. [30th November 2000]

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:—

Textual Amendments
F1 Act amendment to earlier affecting provision 2006 c. 33, s. 14(2)(b) (2.8.2010) by The Control of

Donations and Regulation of Loans etc. (Extension of the Prescribed Period) (Northern Ireland) Order
2010 (S.I. 2010/2061), art. 3

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Act applied (E.W.S.) (2.4.2001) by S.I. 2001/1298, reg. 10(1)(4)

Act applied (with modifications) (1.2.2002) by S.I. 2002/185, reg. 3(2), Sch. 2
Act: functions transferred (25.11.2002) by S.I. 2002/2626, art. 11(1), Sch. 1

C2 Act: power to amend or modify conferred (25.9.2006) by Northern Ireland (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act 2006 (c. 33), ss. 10(2)(c), 15, 31(2)

C3 Act: power to modify conferred by Government of Wales Act 2006 (c. 32), s. 13 (with Sch. 11
para. 22), the amending provision coming into force immediately after "the 2007 election" (held on
3.5.2007) subject to s. 161(4)(5) of the amending Act, which provides for certain provisions to come
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into force for specified purposes immediately after the end of "the initial period" (which ended with
the day of the first appointment of a First Minister on 25.5.2007) -- see ss. 46, 161(1)(4)(5) of the
amending Act.

C4 Act: power to amend conferred (15.5.2008) by The Electoral Administration Act 2006 (Regulation of
Loans etc: Northern Ireland) Order 2008 (S.I. 2008/1319), arts. 1(2), 6(2)(a)

C5 Act modified (16.2.2011) by Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Act 2011 (c. 1), s. 6(1),
Sch. 9

C6 Act power to apply or incorporate (with modifications) conferred (15.9.2011) by Police Reform and
Social Responsibility Act 2011 (c. 13), s. 58(1)-(3)(7)

C7 Act power to apply or incorporate (with modifications) conferred (25.4.2012) by Police Reform and
Social Responsibility Act 2011 (c. 13), s. 54(2)-(5), 157(1); S.I. 2012/1129, art. 2(b)

C8 Act functions transferred (22.6.2015) by The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster Order 2015 (S.I.
2015/1376), arts. 1(2), 3(1), Sch. 1 (with art. 9)

C9 Act functions transferred (9.11.2016) by The Transfer of Functions (Elections, Referendums, Third
Sector and Information) Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/997), arts. 1(2), 3(1), Sch. 1(j) (with arts. 3(2), 6, 12)

C10 Act applied (with modifications) (31.1.2017) by The Combined Authorities (Mayoral Elections)
Order 2017 (S.I. 2017/67), art. 3(2)-(4), Sch. 2 (as amended (7.2.2024) by The Combined Authorities
(Mayoral Elections) Order 2017 (Amendment) Regulations 2024 (S.I. 2024/131), regs. 1(3), 12(5))

C11 Act functions transferred (with modifications) (W.) (24.5.2018) by The Welsh Ministers (Transfer of
Functions) Order 2018 (S.I. 2018/644), arts. 1(1), 45, Sch. 1 para. 4

C12 Act: functions cease to be exercisable concurrently (8.12.2021) by The Transfer of Functions
(Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities) Order 2021 (S.I. 2021/1265), arts.
1(2), 9, Sch. 1(i) (with arts. 11, 12)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 2(2A) inserted by 2022 c. 37 s. 18(1)
– s. 4A-4E and cross-heading inserted by 2022 c. 37 s. 16
– s. 8(3)(d) inserted by 2011 c. 13 Sch. 10 para. 12
– s. 13ZA and cross-heading inserted by 2022 c. 37 s. 17(1)
– s. 54(1)(aa) inserted by 2009 c. 12 s. 9(1)
– s. 54(1)(aa) substituted by 2009 c. 12 s. 10(1)
– s. 54(2ZA)-(2ZC) inserted by 2009 c. 12 s. 10(3)
– s. 56(1A) inserted by 2009 c. 12 s. 10(5)
– s. 56(2)(aa) inserted by 2009 c. 12 s. 9(3)(b)
– s. 56(3B) inserted by 2009 c. 12 s. 9(4)
– s. 71H(3ZA) inserted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 6 para. 19
– s. 71L(9A) inserted by 2009 c. 12 s. 11(2)
– Sch. 1 para. 2(1) Sch. 1 para. 2 renumbered as Sch. 1 para. 2(1) by 2022 c. 37 s.

19(2)
– Sch. 1 para. 2(2) inserted by 2022 c. 37 s. 19(4)
– Sch. 1 para. 2(1) words inserted by 2022 c. 37 s. 19(3)(a)
– Sch. 1 para. 2(1) words omitted by 2022 c. 37 s. 19(3)(b)
– Sch. 2 para. 2(1A) inserted by 2022 c. 37 s. 18(2)
– Sch. 2 para. 4 and cross-heading inserted by 2022 c. 37 s. 17(2)
– Sch. 7 para. 6(1)(aa) inserted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 3 para. 1(1)
– Sch. 7 para. 8(1A) inserted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 4 para. 2
– Sch. 7 para. 10(5)(aa) inserted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 3 para. 2(5)(b)
– Sch. 7 para. 6(1)(aa) substituted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 4 para. 1(1)
– Sch. 7 para. 10(5)(aa) words inserted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 4 para. 3(3)
– Sch. 7A para. 8(9A) inserted by 2009 c. 12 s. 11(5)
– Sch. 7A para. 9(10)(ba) inserted by 2009 c. 12 s. 11(6)(b)
– Sch. 8 para. 2(1)(ea) inserted by S.I. 2024/428 reg. 4(2)(a)(iii)
– Sch. 8A para. 2(1)(f) inserted by S.I. 2024/428 reg. 4(2)(b)
– Sch. 11 para. 4(3) inserted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 6 para. 29(2)
– Sch. 11 para. 6(1)(aa) inserted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 3 para. 4(1)
– Sch. 11 para. 7(2)(aa) inserted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 4 para. 5
– Sch. 11 para. 6(1)(aa) substituted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 4 para. 4(1)
– Sch. 11 para. 4(3) words inserted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 6 para. 29(3)
– Sch. 15 para. 4(3)(4) inserted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 6 para. 30(2)(b)
– Sch. 15 para. 6(1)(aa) inserted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 3 para. 7(1)
– Sch. 15 para. 7(2)(aa) inserted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 4 para. 8
– Sch. 15 para. 6(1)(aa) substituted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 4 para. 7(1)
– Sch. 15 para. 4(3) words inserted by 2009 c. 12 Sch. 6 para. 30(3)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/18/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2011/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2011/13/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2011/13/schedule/10/paragraph/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/17/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/section/9/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/section/10/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/section/10/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/section/10/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/section/9/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/section/9/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/6/paragraph/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/section/11/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/19/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/19/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/19/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/19/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/19/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/18/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/37/section/17/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/3/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/4/paragraph/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/3/paragraph/2/5/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/4/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/4/paragraph/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/section/11/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/section/11/6/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/428
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/428/regulation/4/2/a/iii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/428
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2024/428/regulation/4/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/6/paragraph/29/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/3/paragraph/4/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/4/paragraph/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/4/paragraph/4/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/6/paragraph/29/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/6/paragraph/30/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/3/paragraph/7/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/4/paragraph/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/4/paragraph/7/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/12/schedule/6/paragraph/30/3

