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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part I: Access to information held by public authorities

Right to information

Section 15: Special provisions relating to public records transferred to Public
Record Office, etc.

61. This section addresses the situation where the appropriate records authority (for
example, the Public Record Office) receives a request for information which is (or
which, if it existed, would be) contained in a transferred public record and the duty
to confirm or deny does not arise in relation to that information or the information is
exempt only by virtue of a provision in Part II which is not specified as conferring
absolute exemption in section 2(3). In such cases the appropriate records authority will
send a copy of the request to the responsible authority (generally, that will be the public
authority that transferred the information to the appropriate records authority) within
the time period allowed for compliance with section 1(1).

62. Subsection (3) provides that the responsible authority shall reply to the appropriate
records authority, within a reasonable time, giving their decision as to the balance of
the public interest, in respect of either the duty to confirm or deny or to disclose the
information (as relevant), as required by section 66(3) or (4).

63. Subsection (4) defines 'transferred public record' for the purposes of the Act as a public
record that has been transferred to the Public Record Office, another place of deposit
appointed by the Lord Chancellor under the Public Records Act 1958, or the Public
Record Office of Northern Ireland.

64. Subsection (5) defines for the purposes of the Act 'appropriate records authority' and
'responsible authority' in relation to a transferred public record.
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