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Regulation of Investigatory
Powers Act 2000

2000 CHAPTER 23

PART II

SURVEILLANCE AND COVERT HUMAN INTELLIGENCE SOURCES

Authorisation of surveillance and human intelligence sources

32 Authorisation of intrusive surveillance

(1) Subject to the following provisions of this Part, the Secretary of State and each of the
senior authorising officers shall have power to grant authorisations for the carrying
out of intrusive surveillance.

(2) Neither the Secretary of State nor any senior authorising officer shall grant an
authorisation for the carrying out of intrusive surveillance unless he believes—

(a) that the authorisation is necessary on grounds falling within subsection (3);
and

(b) that the authorised surveillance is proportionate to what is sought to be
achieved by carrying it out.

(3) Subject to the following provisions of this section, an authorisation is necessary on
grounds falling within this subsection if it is necessary—

(a) in the interests of national security;
(b) for the purpose of preventing or detecting serious crime; or
(c) in the interests of the economic well-being of the United Kingdom.

(4) The matters to be taken into account in considering whether the requirements of
subsection (2) are satisfied in the case of any authorisation shall include whether the
information which it is thought necessary to obtain by the authorised conduct could
reasonably be obtained by other means.
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(5) The conduct that is authorised by an authorisation for the carrying out of intrusive
surveillance is any conduct that—

(a) consists in the carrying out of intrusive surveillance of any such description
as is specified in the authorisation;

(b) is carried out in relation to the residential premises specified or described in
the authorisation or in relation to the private vehicle so specified or described;
and

(c) is carried out for the purposes of, or in connection with, the investigation or
operation so specified or described.

(6) For the purposes of this section the senior authorising officers are—
(a) the chief constable of every police force maintained under section 2 of the

Police Act 1996 (police forces in England and Wales outside London);
(b) the Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis and every Assistant

Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis;
(c) the Commissioner of Police for the City of London;
(d) the chief constable of every police force maintained under or by virtue

of section 1 of the Police (Scotland) Act 1967 (police forces for areas in
Scotland);

(e) the Chief Constable of the Royal Ulster Constabulary and the Deputy Chief
Constable of the Royal Ulster Constabulary;

(f) the Chief Constable of the Ministry of Defence Police;
(g) the Provost Marshal of the Royal Navy Regulating Branch;
(h) the Provost Marshal of the Royal Military Police;
(i) the Provost Marshal of the Royal Air Force Police;
(j) the Chief Constable of the British Transport Police;
(k) the Director General of the National Criminal Intelligence Service;
(l) the Director General of the National Crime Squad and any person holding

the rank of assistant chief constable in that Squad who is designated for the
purposes of this paragraph by that Director General; and

(m) any customs officer designated for the purposes of this paragraph by the
Commissioners of Customs and Excise.


