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Health Act 1999
1999 CHAPTER 8

PART I

THE NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE

Control of prices of medicines and profits

[F135 Statutory schemes.

(1) The Secretary of State may, after consultation with the industry body, make a scheme
(referred to in this section and section 36 as a statutory scheme) for the purpose of—

(a) limiting the prices which may be charged by any manufacturer or supplier for
the supply of any health service medicines, or

(b) limiting the profits which may accrue to any manufacturer or supplier in
connection with the manufacture or supply of any health service medicines.

(2) A statutory scheme may, in particular, make any provision mentioned in subsections
(3) to (6).

(3) The scheme may require any manufacturer or supplier to whom it applies to—
(a) record and keep information, and
(b) provide information to the Secretary of State.

(4) The scheme may provide for any amount representing sums charged by any
manufacturer or supplier to whom the scheme applies, in excess of the limits
determined under the scheme, for health service medicines covered by the scheme to
be paid by that person to the Secretary of State within a specified period.

(5) The scheme may provide for any amount representing the profits, in excess of the
limits determined under the scheme, accruing to any manufacturer or supplier to whom
the scheme applies in connection with the manufacture or supply of health service
medicines covered by the scheme to be paid by that person to the Secretary of State
within a specified period.

(6) The scheme may—
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(a) prohibit any manufacturer or supplier to whom the scheme applies from
increasing, without the approval of the Secretary of State, any price charged by
him for the supply of any health service medicine covered by the scheme, and

(b) provide for any amount representing any increase in contravention of that
prohibition in the sums charged by that person for that medicine, so far as
the increase is attributable to supplies to the health service, to be paid to the
Secretary of State within a specified period.

(7) A statutory scheme may not apply to a manufacturer or supplier to whom a voluntary
scheme applies.]
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