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Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
1999 CHAPTER 33

PART IX

REGISTRAR’S CERTIFICATES: PROCEDURE

160 Abolition of certificate by licence.

(1) In the M1Marriage Act 1949, in section 26, omit subsection (2) (marriage under
superintendent registrar’s certificate to be by licence issued by the registrar or without
licence).

(2) In section 27 of the 1949 Act—
(a) in subsection (1), omit “without licence”;
(b) omit subsection (2);
(c) in subsection (3), in paragraph (a), omit “in the case of a marriage intended

to be solemnized without licence,”;
(d) in subsection (3), omit paragraph (b).

(3) Section 32 of the 1949 Act (marriage under certificate by licence) shall cease to have
effect.

(4) In section 31 of the 1949 Act (marriage under certificate without licence requiring 21
days’ notice)—

(a) in subsection (1), omit “without licence” and for “twenty-one” substitute “
15 ”;

(b) in subsection (2), for “twenty-one” substitute “ 15 ”;
(c) in subsection (4), omit “without licence” and for “said period of twenty-one

days” substitute “ waiting period in relation to each notice of marriage ”.

(5) In section 31 of the 1949 Act, after subsection (4) insert—

“(4A) “The waiting period”, in relation to a notice of marriage, means—
(a) the period of 15 days, or
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(b) such shorter period as may be determined by the Registrar General
under subsection (5A) or by a superintendent registrar under any
provision of regulations made under subsection (5D),

after the day on which the notice of marriage was entered in the marriage
notice book.”

(6) In section 31 of the 1949 Act, insert at the end—

“(5A) If, on an application made to the Registrar General, he is satisfied that there are
compelling reasons for reducing the 15 day period because of the exceptional
circumstances of the case, he may reduce that period to such shorter period
as he considers appropriate.

(5B) “The 15 day period” means the period of 15 days mentioned in subsections
(1) and (2).

(5C) If the Registrar General reduces the 15 day period in a particular case, the
reference to 15 days in section 75(3)(a) is to be treated, in relation to that case,
as a reference to the reduced period.

(5D) The Registrar General may by regulations make provision with respect to the
making, and granting, of applications under subsection (5A).

(5E) The regulations—
(a) may provide for the power conferred by subsection (5A) to be

exercised by a superintendent registrar on behalf of the Registrar
General in cases falling within a category prescribed in the
regulations;

(b) may provide for the making of an appeal to the Registrar General
against a decision taken by a superintendent registrar in accordance
with regulations made by virtue of paragraph (a);

(c) may make different provision in relation to different cases;
(d) require the approval of the Chancellor of the Exchequer.

(5F) The Chancellor of the Exchequer may by order provide for a fee, of such an
amount as may be specified in the order, to be payable on an application under
subsection (5A).

(5G) The order may make different provision in relation to different cases.

(5H) The power to make regulations under subsection (5D) or an order under
subsection (5F) is exercisable by statutory instrument.

(5I) Any statutory instrument made under subsection (5F) shall be subject to
annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament.”
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