These notes refer to the Welfare Reform and Pensions Act
1999 (c.30) which received Royal Assent on 11 November 1999

WELFARE REFORM AND PENSIONSACT 1999

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY
Commentary
Section 67: Disability Living Allowance

Entitlement to the higher-rate mobility component of DLA

Therulesfor entitlement to the higher rate mobility component of DLA arein section 73
of the Contributions and Benefits Act. Currently, under section 73(1), children must
reach the age of 5 before they can become eligible.

Subsection (3) extends eligibility to the higher rate mobility component to severely
disabled 3 and 4 year-olds, in recognition that they can encounter serious mobility
problems.

Therulesgoverning eligibility to thelower rate mobility component will not be affected,
and thiswill continue to be available to children on reaching the age of 5.

The subsection inserts a new section 73(1A) in the Contributions and Benefits Act, to
provide for children aged 3 and over to qualify for the higher rate mobility component
if they satisfy the eligibility requirements, and to draw a distinction on grounds of age
between eligibility to the higher and lower rates of the mobility component.

Subsection (4) ensures that the extended eligibility does not affect awards made before
the date when subsection (3) comes into force.
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